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Aw AGCOUNT OF MR. JEREMIAH MAYHEW, JUN. A MEMBER OP THE 


THEOLOGICAL INSTIiUTION AT ANDOVER, WHO DIED AT NEW BER-s 
FORD, JANUARY 41H, 1811, AGEp 22 YEARS. 


Turs amiable youth was descend- 
ed from the ancient and respect- 
able family of the Mayhews on 
Martha’s Vineyard, so well 
known in the Ecclesiastical An- 
nals of our country, as having 
afforded eminent Ministers of 
the Gospel, and particularly faith- 
ful Missionaries among the Abo- 
rigines in that and the adjacent 
Islands. It is worthy of notice, 
that Missionaries of five succes- 
; sive generations have labored in 
; the evangelical work, and all 
been held in high esteem as men 

of distinguished talents and un- 


paratory to his admission into 
College. Being very regular in 
his habits, and possessing a 
strong attachment to study, he 
spent much of that time at his 
books, which others of his age 
frequently spend in idleness or 
amusements. At the several 
Academies, where he studied, 
he gained the affection of his 
fellow students. He was never 
known to be guilty of any inde- 
corum towards others, but always 
treated their characters and pers 
sons with the greatest delicacy. 
The progress he made in his 


affected piety. To the sorrow 4, studies, and the diligent improve- 


and of the Indians on Martha’s 
Vineyard, the labors of this ex-, 
traordinary succession of Mis- 
slonaries were closed, in 1803, 
by the death of Mr. Zechariah 
Mayhew, at the advanced age of 
eighty-eight. 

Capt. Jeremizh Mayhew, of 
New Bedford, discovering in his 
son, the subject of this sketch, at 
a very early age, a mmeé inclined 
to study and reflection, was indu- 
ced to give him a liberal educa- 
. tion. His son accordingly en- 
gaged in a course of study pre- 
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of the churches in the vicinity, ment of his time, showed his ar- 


dent thirst for knowledge and his 
just appreciation of his advanta- 
ges. After going through his 
preparatory studies, he was ad- 
miited a member of Brown Uni- 
versity in 1804, 

While at that Institution he 
persevered in the same habits 
which have been described. Not 
content with running superficial- 
ly over his studies, he made it 
his object to become thoroughly 
acquainted with ail the subjects, 
to which he attended. 
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Possessing a judgment sound 
and correct, a taste more than 
commonly refined,and a sensibili- 
ty unusually delicate,-he was ena- 
bled to render his literary pro- 
ductions highly interesting. Far 
from aiming at tinsel ornament 
and show, he exhibited thoughts 
valuable and mature, clothed in 
chaste and easy language. 

In College he secured, to a re- 
markable degree, the esteem and 
confidence of his fellow students. 
This, however, was not cwing to 
a studied effort to render himself 
acceptable, but to his amiable 
and engaging deportment, which 
was the natural expression of a 
disposition combining all the 
friendly and tender affections. 
Such a disposition spread a mild- 
ness over his manners; and while 
it rendered him easy of access; it 
invited others of similar charac- 
ter to habits of intimacy. 

A few months before he com- 
pleted his collegiate course, an 
important era occurred in his 
life. At atime of some religious 
attention among the students, he 
experienced a great change in 
his religious views and feelings, 
as appeared, not only from hig 
account of himself at the time, 
but especially from his subse- 
quent life. Although he was 
early taught to reverence reli- 
gion and its institutions, and was 
never known to treat sacred 
things in a disrespectful manner; 
still his inoffensive life was not 
sufficient to shield him from the 
terrors of the law, when set in 
array against him. He was con- 
vinced from the evidence which 
a view of his own heart furnish- 
ed, that he was radically defect- 
ive in what constituted a real 
Christian. He found himself to 
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be in the hands of an angry God, 
justly exposed to his eternal dis 
pleasure. He was conscious 
that he possessed a carnal mind 
not subject to the law of God, 
and felt that, unless he were 
transformed by the renewing of 
his mind, he should not be pre- 
pared to serve God in this world, 
nor to enjoy him in the next. 
He saw that he had always acted 
from a self-righteous spirit and 
not from a sincere regard to the 
glory of God. But the distress, 
which a sense of his guilt and an 
apprehension of his danger oc- 
casioned, was at length removed, 
and he found peace in believing. 
He could now rejoice in finding 
himself to be at the disposal of 
God. The holiness, justice, and 
sovereignty of God, with all the 
distinguishing doctrines of rey- 
elation, were subjects of delight 
to him. He perceived, however, 
so much sin remaining in his 
heart, that it was with a trem- 
bling solicitude, that he indulged 
the hope of having passed from 
death unto life. But by com- 
paring his prevailing exercises 
with the word of God, he discov- 
ered satisfactory evidence, that a 
work of grace had been wrought 
in his heart. After mature re- 
flection, and prayerful examina- 
tion, he offered himself to the 
communion of the third Congre- 
gational church in Providence. 
Speaking of the public profes- 
sion which he was about to make, 
he says, in a letter to his father, 
“This I consider as no unimpor- 
tant event in my life. It is an 
event of the most serious nature, 
and one that requires much sol- 
emn reflection and preparation 
ofheart. It is no less than en- 
tering into an everlasting cove- 








nant withthe eternal God. Oh, 
that he would grant me all need- 
ful grace, that I may be duly 
prepared for the solemn occa- 
sion.” 

About this time, which was in 
the summer before he took his 
degree, he had a severe turn of 
raising blood, which seemed to 
threaten his speedy dissolution. 
His complaint was an affection of 
the lungs, occasioned probably 
by too constant and intense ap- 
plicauon to study, a cause which 
brings many young men of the 
most promising genius to an un- 
timely grave. As the disease 
assumed a very threatening as- 
pect, littie hope was entertained 
of his surviving for any length 
of time. He was restored, how- 
ever, and was enabled to take a 
part in the exercises at Com- 
mencement. 

His eye was now turned to- 
wards the work of the Gospel 
ministry; and after his health 
was In some measure confirmed, 
he’ united himself to the The- 
ological Seminary in Andover; 
where he began to apply himself 
in carnest to prepare for the 
sacred office. His heart was set 
on the glorious work in which 
he hoped to honor his Savior, 
and to be instrumental in advan- 
cing the cause of truth in the 
world. He could not but antici- 
pate the happiness he should en- 
joy in serving at the altar, and in 
bearing the messages of grace 
tohis fellow men. In looking 
around upon a world lying in 
wickedness, and in beholding 
millions of the human race hur- 
rying on to perdition, he was 
melted into tenderness for them, 
and longed to be the means of 
rescuing them from their dan- 
ger, and of directing their feet to 
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= path of life. While prepar- 

ing for this important calling, 
he labored to acquaint himself 
thoroughly with the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the Gospel. His 
solicitude on this subject may be 
seen in the following extract 
from a letter. “Pray for me, my 
dear father, that I may shun the 
fatal heresies of the day, the 
rocks, on which many split; that 
I may preach no other Gospel 
than the true.” “Could I pos- 
sess that zeal and diligence in 
propagating the Gospel, which 
characterized some of our pious 
ancestors, how rich would be the 
blessing! Could I be, as one af 
them is described in history te 
have been, “a faithful, judicious, 
and constant preacher of the 
Gospel, who, on week days as 
well as on the Lord’s days, was 
an unwearied worker with God 
and for him;” could I, as is $aid 
of another, “exhibit great benev- 
olence, zcal, diligence, and self- 
denial;” the honors, riches, and 
pleasures of the world might 
court my affections in vain.’ 

Like others, who delight to 
live upon the sincere milk of the 
word, he resorted daily to the 
Bible for spiritual nourishment. 
Few, perhaps, have feasted more 
frequently upon the bread of life, 
or realized more sensibly its 
spiritual effects. While he re- 
ceived the precious contents of 
the sacred volume as communi- 
cated by God himself for our in- 
struction in righteousness, he 
perused them, not from the im- 
pulse of a speculative curiosity, 
but with a heart lifted to God for 
the enlightening influence of his 
Spirit, and desirous that Divine 
truth might be quickening to his 
soul. Among his papers, in 
which his views and exercises 
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on this subject, are expressed, is 
found the following: “Resolved 
to imitate the good President 
Edwards in ‘studying the Scrip- 
tures so constantly, steadily, and 
frequently, as that I may find and 
plainly perceive myself to grow 
in the knowledge of the same.’ ” 

Except the Bible, perhaps no 
books were more edifying and in- 
teresting to him, than the lives 
of eminent servants of Jesus 
Christ. It was his delight to con- 
template the characters of those, 
who exhibited the rea’ features 
of the Christian, who in their 
lives appeared to be under the 
constant influence ofa deep root- 
ed piety and an unrelaxed devo- 
tedness to the best of causes. 
The lives of Edwards, Brainerd, 
Doddridge, Pearce, and others 
distinguished for their piety vad 
active benevolence, occupied 
many of his broken hours, and 
seasons of devotional readin. 
And so desirous wes he of incor- 
porating their excellencies into 
his own life. that hc noteddown in 
his diary many of their most dis- 
tinguishing characteristics ond 
pious resolutions, for his more 
particular observance and imita- 
tion. 

Toallwho khrew Mr. T tavyhew, 
his humility evidently appeared 
to be astriking trait in his charac- 
ter. This Christian temper, cher- 
ished as it was by a prowing sense 
of his imperfecticns and the 
plague of his heart, had a steady 
influence on his conversation, be- 
havior; and religious duties, and 
led him to pray daily to be kept 
low in the dust before God. 
While it taught him not to think 
of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, it perhaps carried 
him to excess in withdrawing 
from public notice. But while 


he was far from being envious 
or ambitious, he was as far from 
the affectation of humiiity. 

His religion, being peculiarly 
experimental, took a strong hold 
of his heart. Instead of permit- 
ting his religious opinions to 
float loosely in his imagination, 
without affecting his heart, it re- 
duced them to a practical use. 
It enlisted in its cause the no- 
blest powers and the strongest 
sensibilities of his soul. “A hope 
of reconciliation with God,” says 
he in a letter to a friend, “surely 
adds greatly to the peace of a 

‘hristian. But what is it, when 
compared with the delight he 
takes in the service of his God? 
Here is happiness which the 
world knows nothing of, and 
which its riches, honors, and 
pleasures can never bestow. 
What can compare with the 
sweet satisfaction a Christian 
takes in devotion, in pouring out 
his soul 'u humble supplication 
at the mercy seat of Christ?” 

Yiewing himself as_ bought 
wita a price, and desiring that 
the claims which God had upon 
him might be answered, he made 

dedication of himself to God, 
soon after going to Andover, 
according to the method re- 
commended by Dr. Doddridge. 
“*faving,” says he, in his diary, 
“refiected on the great impor- 
tance of making an express self- 
dedication to God and made ita 
subject of prayer, 1 do now re- 
solve, in humble dependance, as 
I trust, on Divine aid, to give 
myself away to God, to be his; 


and altogether his, for time and 


eternity.” 

‘hough Mr. Mayhew was not 
permitted to labor publicly in the 
Ministry, we have reason to hope 
he was the means of Jasting goat 
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9 some persons, In a more pri- 
ate way In his letters to his 
fiends and acquaintances, he 
renerally took occasion in a 
friendly, but faithful manner, to 
ress the subject of religion up- 
on the heartand conscience. By 
those, who knew the mildness of 
his temper and his tender regard 
to the feelings of others, it would 
be thought hardly possible for 
him to address them with such 
plainness as he sometimes did. 
‘The following is an extract ofa 
letter addressed to one, who can 
now bless God that he -vas favor- 
ed with a friend, who ventured 
to be faithful, and who would not 
suffer the love of an immortal 
soul to be stifled by a fear of dis- 
turbing the feelings of impeni- 
tent security. “Alas! you think 
you are entirely willing to throw 
yourself upon the merits of Christ 
for salvation. But is it not the 
fact, that you are not willing to 
submit to Gospel terms? Think 
not to make Christ your slave. 
Unless you cheerfully sacrifice 
all your selfish desires upon the 
altar of disinterested love, and 
accept salvation as a free gift, 
vain are all your cries, tears, and 
prayers. Until this is done, all 
you can do will not advance you 
a single step towards heaven. If 
ever you are brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, the 
praise will be God’s. I have not 





a ray of hope, except what arises’ 


from rich, free, and sovereign 
grace.” 

The following extract, design- 
€d to enforce the importance of 
self-examination, and of guarding 
against self-deception, was ad- 
dressed to the same person, soon 
after his entertaining a hope of 
an interest in Christ. “But oh, 
be not deceived in a matter of 





such vast concern!—how dread- 
ful the thought, to find all our 
past hopes and joys as empty as 


air, to meet with a disappoint- 
ment then, and that disappoint- 


ment eternal, to enter upon an 
eternity of wretchedness instead 
of anticipated bliss! Alas, who 
can endure the thought? What 


godly jealousy then have we 
need to exercise, what search-. 
ings of heart, what fervent sup- 
plications to God to keep us from 


self-deception.” 


His disorder, which by occa- 
sional returns, had somewhat in- 
terrupted his studies, became at 
length so firmly seated, as to 
oblige him to relinquish them 
altogether. He was accordingly 
carried home about the last of 
June, 1810. Hethen bade a final 
adieu to his instructors and fe]- 
low students, no more to join 
them in his favorite studies, and 
acts of devotion; no more to see 
their faces forever. 
consecrated walls of the College,’ 


that he might die in the bosom 


of his friends, and find a grave in 
the town that gave him birth. 


He survived, however, several 
months, during which time he 


was favored with the Divine 
presence, and enabled to mani- 
fest the Christian character in 
an eminent degree. He said, “T 


have a desire to live that I may 


be useful in the Church, but if 


God has designed otherwise, I 
am willing his wili should be 
done. I rejoice that his cause is 
in his own hands, and that he 
will promote it by such means 
as he shall choose.” He mani- 
fested unshaken confidence in 
the rectitude of the Divine goy- 
ernment, and rejoiced in the as- 
surance, that every thing would 


be ordered for the best. He bore 


He left the. 
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his sickness with great patience 
and composure, and was never 
heard to complain. 

His desire to do good to the 
souls of others did not forsake 
him in his sickness. He felt 
particularly interested in the 
welfare of those, who visited 
him during his confinement, and 
lost no suitable opportunity of 
urging upon thein an attention 
to religion. To an _ intimate 
friend, who visited him, he said; 
“Do you think this the time to 
begin to attend to religion? What 
would you think of my case, if 
you saw me destitute of reli- 
gion?” To another, “We shall 
never see each other again, but 
may we meet in heaven. Ohbe 
careful to secure an _ interest 
there.” 

Noy. 29, 1810, the day of pub- 
lic thanksgiving, was a precious 
day to him. He observed to one 
that was by him, “a year ago to- 
day I renewed the dedication of 
myself to God, and have renewed 
it again to-day.” 

About a fortnight before his 
death, being questioned respect- 
ing the state of his mind, he said, 
“J feel resigned and happy.” 
Several days after, being asked 
whether he was enabled still to 
put his trust in God, he replied, 
“Oh yes, I think so;” adding, 
“it is dreadful to think of appear- 
ing at the bar of God with a false 
hope.” From this time his 
strength failed more rapidly; yet 
as his outward man decayed, 
his inward man acquired new 
strength. 

Jan. 2, 1811. To something 
that was said to him, he return- 
ed this answer, “Oh Mr. —, I 
love to hear about Christ—that 
rejoices me—Oh for the happi- 
mess of being in the immediate 


presence of my Redeemer, wher, 
I shall be forever freed from 
sin.” 

The next day he appeared t 
be engaged the most of the time 
in prayer,and conversed but little, 
To some Christian friends, who 
were speaking of some prayer. 
meetings which they had former. 
ly held with him, he said, “O} 
those were sweet seasons.” Late 
in the night of the same day, he 
seemed to have a near view of 
death, but appeared composed 
and happy. As he approached 
the dark valley, his prospects 
brightened. His fears were al 
removed and his confidence i 
his Savior was unshaken. Being 
asked if he found equal joy and 
peace in religion now, as he did 
in more prosperous circumstan- 
ces, and if the Savior appeared 
as good and glorious as ever? he 
readily replied, “O yes, yes.” 
He was then asked, if he felt 
willing to endure additional pain 
and distress for a long time 
should it please God to continue 
hisillness? He said, “The heart 
is deceitful, but I now feel re- 
signed to the will of God, and 
think I can cheerfully submit to 
that, which shall be most for his 
glory; yet I cannot but rejoice 
that the conflict is almost over.” 
He gently fell asleep in Chris 
the next morning, enjoying (0 
the last the,comforting presence 
of his God and Savior, and re 
commending to others that rel 
gion, of which he had been such 
an ornament. Thus was the fam- 
ily called to resign the object 
their fondest hopes, and the The 
ological Institution, for the third 
time in the course of thirtee? 
months, to bewail the death of 
heloved member. 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panopliat. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS.* 


Mr. Editor, 

To an honest mind it is pain- 
ful to receive undeserved praise. 
And perhaps the feeling is some- 
times as strong, as that which 
results from a calumnious impu- 
tation. No man or body of men, 
while in the exercise of a becom- 
ing temper, and peculiarly while 
under the influence of a Chris- 

ian spirit, can consent that the 
istaking public should not be 
undeceived, if it ascribe to such 
dividual, or body, qualities or 
xertions never possessed or 
manifested. 

This idea was forcibly impres- 
sedon my mind while reading 
lately the following lines of a 
popular poet: 


“Where roll Ohio’s streams, Missouri’s 
floods, 


“Beneath the umbrage of eternal woods, 
The at Man roamed, a hunter-warrior 
wild; 
cot him the everlasting Gospel smiled; 
His heart was awed, confounded, piere- 
= ed, subdued, 
Divinely melted, moulded, and renewed; 


“The bold, base Savage, nature’s, karsh- 
est clod, 


“Rose from the dust the image of his 
God.”” 


Montgomery, West Ind, 


Of these lines, it would be said 
from their connexion, the refer- 
“nce 1s to the labors of the Mo- 
favian Missionaries. But turn- 


* By inserting the following com- 
munication we do not intend to ex- 
Press our approbation of every hint 
‘ggested by the writer. We see 
on for instance, the necessity of 

Widrawing any part of the funds 


ing to the Rev. Dr. Buchanan’s 
second Sermon before the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, we read, 
as follows: 

“Christianity hath again, after 
a lapse of many ages, assumed 
its true character as “the Licut 
of the world.” We now behold 
it animated by its original spirit, 
which was to extend its blessings 
“to ALL NATIONS.” The Scrip- 
tures are preparing in almost 
every language, and preachers 
are going forth in almost every 
clime. Within the period of 
which we speak men have heard 
the Gospel “in their own tongue 
wherein they were born,” in In- 
pia, throughout many of its prov- 
inces; in different parts of Arrr- 
CA; in the interior of Asza; in 
the western parts of America; in 
New-Holland; and in the Isles 
of the Pacific Sea; in the West 
Indies, and in the northern re- 
gions of Greenland and Labra- 
dor. Malays, Chinese, Persians, 
and Arabians begin now to hear, 
or read, “in their own tongues 
the wonderful works of God,” 
Acts ii, 11.” 

Delightful picture! And is it 
then true that, “where roll Mis- 
souri’s floods,” “in the western 


appropriated to domestic Missions 
from their present destination. We 
hope, on the contrary, that all the 
Missionary Societies in the United 
States will have their funds increased, 
and be able to extend their labors. 
As to the support of Foreign Mis- 
sions, we haye a strong confidence 
that it willbe ample, as soon as Chiris- 
tians throughout this country shall be 
well acquainted with the aiue 
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parts of America,’* during ¢his 
remarkable “Aira of Light,” the 
adventurous missionary has dis- 
played “the everiasting Gospel”’ 
in such manner, that “the image 
of God”’ is seen in the once base, 
bold, and cruel Savage? Qh that 
it were! 

How far westward the Mora- 
vian Brethren have extended 
their exemplary and evangelical 
diligence I am unable to ascer- 
tain. The fate of their Indian 
settlements of Gradenhutten, 
Shoenbrun and Salem is detailed 
in the appendix to the Rev. Mr. 
Harris’s “Tour to the State of 
Ohio.” Possibly they may have 
advanced to the Ijlinois—I know 
not but beyond. 

The spiritual industry and 
Christian benevolence of our 
own countrymen have effected a 
Mission at Sandusky, among the 
Wyandots, and this, under the 
patronage of the “Western Mis- 
sionary Society,” aided by the 
exertions of other Societies and 
individuals, maintains its ground; 
and, under the smiles of Him, 
who reigns in His Church forev- 
er, will doubtless be a mean of 
great bencfit. 

It is asserted by persons, who 
have some acquaintance with the 
subject, that as far, as is known 
to them, 70 Protestant Mission- 
ary has, as yet, crossed the Mise 
sissififi for evangelical labor. 

The benevolence of British 
Christians had left to us this 
field. From the extracts above 
it would seem they have suppo- 
sed it occupied and tilled. But 
it is yeta vast moral wasie. 


*We supposed Dr. Buchanan to re- 
fer, in these words, to the Mission- 
ary attempts on the western coast of 
America, Ed. 


Another extensive field of Ja. 
bor is also opened to the Chris. 
tian benevolence of the people 
of the United States. With 
population of a million of blacks, 
who either were themselves torn 
from Africa, or descend from an- 
cestors who were, it cannot but 
seem an incumbent duty to re. 
flect on, and endeavor to pro- 
mote, the good of that benighted 
country, the sweat of whose na. 
tives has so long been enrichin 
ourown. Several have felt this 
to be a duty. The late Dr. Hop. 
kins entertained a high hope on 
this subject, and made exertions 
to evangelize some part of Afri- 
ca by means eof Africans them. 
selves. And many good men be- 
side have favorable thoughts of 
the utility, and a strong sense of 
the consequent obligation, of sup- 
porting an 4frican mission con 
ducted by blacks. Itis confident- 
ly said to be the opinion of Sir 
Joseph Banks, so many years 
versed in the concerns of the Af- 
rican Institution, that, whenever 
it is practicable, it will be best to 
employ the natives of Africa, in 
the intercourse with that coun- 
try. If this opinion should pre- 
vail, what a triumph of Christian 
principle would be exhibited to 
the heathen! And perhaps = 
may prevail, considering the im- 
mense advantage, with which an 
African, liberated himself from 
slavery, and having renounced 
idolatry and embraced the rell- 
gion of Christ, might address his 
heathenish countrymen, and ¢%- 
hibit to them the blessings ° 
Christianity, among which / 
own mission would not be the 
leaat. He might show them the 
sincerity of the change of disp” 
sition, which the Christian 1 
tions profess in relinquishing t!? 
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practice of enslaving their fellow 
men. We should then virtually 
address them thus; “Your hap- 
piness is dear to us, as friends of 
the Redeemer; behoid the proof! 
We send you the religion of Jesus 
by means of these your country- 
men, whom, under other views, 
and for far different purposes, we 
drew into slavery. Forgive us 
the wrong; and thankfully adore 
the Providence of God, who in 
the land of their captivity has 
civen them the light of the Gos- 
pel, and by his grace induced 
and enabled us to turn your for- 
mer injury into your cternal ben- 
efit. Rejoice, then, with us ina 
like precious faith!” 

Doubtless among the many 
professors of religion among the 
blacks in our country several 
might be found willing to under- 
take the duty, if judged fit,* and 
adequately patronized. Should 
there not be a sufficiency already, 
we may educate some hopeful 
youths of them—may give them 
a knowledge of medicine, sur- 
gery, natural history, agriculture, 
and the arts, in addition to sacred 
instruction. 

This great subject is, perhaps, 
contemplated by the American 
Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions, and, in conjunc- 
tion with the design of evangeli- 
zing the West, forms a part of 
the extensive plan of their ulti- 
mate operations. But a mission 
to the Northern Indians, and the 
important service in prospect 


* Accounts have not long since 
reached us of the active and intelli- 
gent excr ions of a negro captain of a 
vessel, owned by himself, and manned 
with biacks, and now employed, as is 
believed, im the service of the **Afri- 
caninstitucvion” in England. This is ev- 
‘lence of a capacity for improvement. 

Voy. IV. New Series. 


among the inhabitants of the Bir- 
man Empire must require not 
only the present funds of the 
Board, but also the results of an 
ordinary public benevolence. 

I was gratified with the propo- 
sal of “a Subscriber” in the Pan- 
oplist for November, p. 269, and 
pleased with the prompt sincer- 
ity, with which the frst fruits of 
his resolution were devoted to 
the Missionary service <A gen- 
eral disuse of ardent spirits, and 
the diversion of the sums which 
they cost into a channel of Chris- 
tian beneficence, might form a 
fund amply sufficient for every 
charitable purpose. 

But, when objects of so great 
importance open on us, the ex- 
ertions of the friends of Zion 
must be increased. Let us then 
venture to hope that, in view of 
the wide field of Missionary las 
bor presented to the contempla- 
tion of the highly respectable 
Board, whose interesting Ad- 
dress your readers have lately 
perused, it may appear the duty 
of the several Societies (in New 
England at least) already embod- 
ied for the purpose of Missions, 
and whose efforts are circum- 
scribed, although of incalculable 
benefit “to the new settlements 
and destitute places of the Uni- 
ted States,” to DEVOTE to the use 
of that Board, for propagating 
the Gospel in the Western re- 
gions of America, in India, and 
in Africa, the TENTH PART OF 
THEIR ANNUAL INCOME. 

I am sensible, Mr. Editor, it 
will be said that objects suffi- 
ciently numerous and interest- 
ing have been already presented; 
that we had better attempt to in- 
struct and evangelize the ne- 
groes of our own country, before 
we send to Africa; and occupy 
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the religious attention of the In- 
dian tribes within the original 
United States, before we cross 
the Mississippi. But, by attempt- 
ing great things abroad, we shall 
be most likely to do great things 
at home, as wellas abroad. This 
the experience of the Church 
proves decisively. 

It seems, indeed, that the erec- 
tion of such a Board, as we have 
seen formed in New Englam, is 
to be proposed to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. 
Perhaps it may be thought, that 
it belongs to them to realize the 
expectations of European Chris- 
tians in resfiect to the Western 
Indians; to which I have alluded, 
and to make use of the striking 
facilities, with which we are fur- 
nished, to send back to Africa 
the payment of the debt, which 
we owe tohumanity. But New 
England has a large and interest- 
ing population of her sons ad- 
vancing to the West, for whom 
she should be provident. 

I will only observe, further, 
that it will be a circumstance 
peculiarly deserving notice, 
should a public Body, formed 
in the State, which first emanci- 
pated its negro s/avés, be fore- 
most in striking off the fetters 
of sin and ignorance from the 
minds of heathenish Africans, de- 
based and polluted by idolatry 
and crimes. 

The time may come, when the 
messengers of peace, who enter 
Africa from the West, shall be 
met in their zealous course of 
Christian benevolence by en- 
lightened and converted natives 
from the eastern and southern 
shores of that vast continent, en- 
gaged in the same evangelical 
labor. The re-introduction of 


the Scriptures into Abyssinia, 
and their extensive influence 
there may be hoped for among 
the great events of the present 
period. £thiopia shallthen stretch 
out her hands to God, and with 
emulous zeal shall be welcomed 
into the kingdom of Christ by his 
friends in America, as well as in 
Asia and Europe. 
ELinu. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON WRITTEN ACCOUNTS OF REVI- 
VALS OF RELIGION. 


In many accounts which I have 
read of revivals of religion, 
after a general description of the 
origin, progress, and issue of the 
work, a few instances of remark- 
able conversions are subjoined. 
These consist usually of aged 
persons, or of persors who have 
been unusually irreligious and 
disselute, or of persons awaken- 
ed and converted without the in- 
tervention of the ordinary means 
of grace. The object in produc- 
ing these select and signal cases 
is to evince, that the work is the 
work of God, and to illustrate his 
adorable sovereignty. And they 
furnish, no doubt, unquestionable 
evidence on these subjects. But 
while they are produccd, (and 
properly enough) for these pur- 
poses, the question has occurred 
to me, Whether sufficient care 
has been taken to guard against 
misconception, and the perver- 
sion of these examples? Indeed, 
Ihave thought, that such accounts 
have frequently occupied an un- 
due proportion of the narrative; 
for though the power of God, and 
his sovereignty, are gloriously 
manifested in such special cases, 
there are other truths, of no less 
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consequence, illustrated during 
the progress of almost every re- 
vival. The greatest number of 
converts, in every gay of God’s 
power, are probably the immedi- 
ate or remote descendants of a 
pious ancestry, religiously educa- 
ted, and personally attentive to 
the means of grace. And this is 
the subject, which I think should 
stand in the fore ground, and 
occupy the largest space; lest, 
seeing sO Many instances of the 
conyefsion of aged persons, and 
of irreligious and profligate per- 
sons, with the scanty accounts of 
the conversion of sober youths, 
who had been religiously educa- 
ted, the reader should form too 
jow an apprehension of the dan- 
ger of impiety, vice, and pro- 
crastination, depreciate the im- 
portance of using means, and be 
inspired with presumption to 
contunue in sin, from the expect- 
ation that grace may be as likcly 
to abound te persons in such 
courses, as to any others. God 
is certainly a sovereign, but the 
exercise of his sovercigniy is 
never at war with the declara- 
tions and institutions of his word. 
Itis never so exercised as to di- 
minish the danger of sin, or the 
importance of Divine ordinances; 
and if any such impression is 
made by a narrative of a revival 
of religion, it must arise from 
a defective history of the work. 
Hence there is great need of 
fidelity and judgment to give to 
the parts of the account their due 
proportion, according to the state 
of facts. The writer of such an 
account should note especially 
the ordinary course of Provi- 


sists not in stating facts which 
ought to be omitted, but in omit- 
ting facts which ought to be sta- 
ted. Every revival illustrates, if 
I mistake not, the covenant faith- 
fulness of God to his people, in 
the conversion of their children. 
It shews, also, the importance of 
the means of grace, and the dan- 
ger of irreligion and immoral 
habits, and of deferring religion 
tooldage. If children of worldly 
and irreligious families are some- 
times compelled to come in, how 
much more manifestly is the 
blessing of the Lord in the house 
of the righteous, than in that of 
the wicked. If one infidel, or 
one drunkard, or one aged sinner 
is plucked as a brand from the 
burning, how important is it that 
such a fact should be so stated as 
not to admit the inference, that 
infidels, and drunkards, and aged 
sinners, are as likely to be saved 
as those whose doctrinal views 
are correct, their conduct regu- 
lar, and who have been soliciteus 
about their souls from early child- 
hood. It should be stated, on the 
other hand, that no religious ad- 
vantages, however great, no ex- 
ternal propriety of conduct, no 
correctness of speculative faith, 
no anxiety about the soul, can 
insure salvation, or render a per- 
son worthy of the Divine favor. 

As to those cases, in which 
persons are awakened without 
the visible operation of means, 
the inference is too hastily and 
too strongly drawn, that they are 
not awakened -by the ordinary 
means of grace. The Bible, and 
the Sabbath, and the Gospel Min- 
istry have had an effect upon 


dence, and not confine himself£“them in athousand ways. They 


principally to deviations from 
that course. The defect, concern- 
ing which I am speaking, con- 


have heard something in the fam- 
ily, something in the school, and 
occasionally something on the 
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Sabbath, beside the knowledge 
which is gained by being daily 
conversant with friends and 
neighbors, who are acting every 
moment more or less under the 
influence of Christian institu- 
tions. The Scriptures no where 
teach us to expect the whole 
efficacy of the Ministry immedi- 
ately. Often one minister sows 
the seed, and another reaps the 
harvest. There is a kind of re- 
ligious atmosphere created, an 
omnipresent influence of truth 
upon every body, where the Sab- 
bath is observed, and the Gospel 
preached: so that, in whatever 
state people are awakened, it is 
effected usually, if not always, by 
the instrumentality of truth al- 
ready in the mind, inconsequence 
of Divine institutions; but which 
has been suffered to remain fora 
while ineffectual. L. 


ON THE PART WHICH AMERICA IS 
FTO TAKE IN EVANGELIZING 
THE WORLD. 


Mr. Editor, 

I have lately been reading Dr. 
Buchanan’s Christian Research- 
es in India, together with his Me- 
moir on the subject of an Eccle- 
siastical Establishment in the 
same country. The facts which 
he discloses, and the remarks 
which he makes, are very inter- 
esting to the Christian world. 
Christians in Great Britain must 
feel a peculiar interest in the 
subjects there treated, on ac- 
count of the intimate political 
relation, which subsists between 
the two countries. Other Chris- 
tians will feel solicitous for the 
further diffusion of Gospel light 
among the inhabitants of the 
East, in proportion as they love 


the Redeemer’s cause, and the 
happiness of their fellow men, 
The prophecies contained in the 
Old and New Testaments have, 
of late, bee greatly elucidated 
by the disclosure of such facts, 
as are contained in Dr. Bucha- 
nan’s books, and by the exertions 
and writings of other men of the 
present day. It is greatly to be 
wished, that the labors of good 
and intelligent men, might be 
further directed to this most im- 
portant object, and that they may 
not cease until, by the Divine 
blessing, the knowledge of the 
Lord shall fill the whole earth. 
But while the attention of the 
whole Christian world has been 
turned to Europe, Asia,and Afri- 
ca; and while materials for the 
illustration of prophecy have 
been sedulously and copiously 
gathered from those quarters of 
the globe, the writer must con- 
fess, that he has often considered 
it a matter of regret, that so little 
has been said concerning the 
state of Christianity on this con- 
tinent which we inhabit. A 
question has often arisen in the 
writer’s mind, what part in those 
ereat events which are to precede 
the millenial state of the Church 
is America to take? Or, of all 
the world, is America alone ex- 
cluded from the tumult of na- 
tions, spoken of in Holy Writ? Is 
she to have no agency in bring- 
ing to pass the predicted order 
of events; and is she to have no 
share, either in the sufferings or 
in the blessings, which are to 
come? It seems scarcely credi- 
ble that one half the globe should 
form no part of prophecy, espe- 
cially when so much is prophe- 
sied in general terms which seem 
to include the whole human race- 
In point of numbers, America: 
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indeed, cannot compare with the 
other quarters of the earth; but 
she greatly exceeds, in that re- 
spect, some countries to which 
the finger of prophecy is ac- 
knowledged to be directed. If, 
however, the millenial state is to 
commence, as some calculate, 
two centuries hence, surely it 
cannot be said that America is 
too inconsiderable, by any ration- 
al mode of estimation, to be con- 
templated in prophecy. It is no 
amplification of rational conjec- 
ture, tO suppose that, at that 
period, she may exceed Europe, 
in population, wealth, and politi- 
cal importance. She may exceed 
it in the number of Christian be- 
lievers, in the purity of their arti- 
cles of faith, and moral deport- 
ment. Inher hands, the sceptre 
may, ere then, be placed, and 
other nations be controlled by 
her authority, and by her exam- 
ple. But it is not necessary to 
place the event of the millenium 
so remotely, in order to give to 
this continent such a _ conse- 
quence, as to afford u sort of pre- 
sumptive evidence, (for it is pre- 
sumptive evidence merely,) that 
she may be pointed out, among 
other nations, in prophecy. Let 
that event take place fifty years 
hence, and who will say that 


| America is excluded? Or even 


what improbability is there, that, 
a8 she is already, she may be in- 
‘ttumental in accomplishing, or 
Passive in sustaining, some part 
of the great whole that is to be 
«chieved before the glorious 
umes spoken of shall come? 
If the Gospel is to be publish- 
among all nations in any 
Measure through the instiu:en- 
ee of exertions made by Chris- 
“ahs; and if these exertions are 
“Ol to be confined to Christians 


ed 


of any one country, or language; 
we may certainly conclude that 
there is some ground for imagin- 
iug, if not for determining, that 
America is to have her share in 
accomplishing this ebject; and 
that a part is assigned her in 
prophecy. Ifthese exertions are 
to be confined to Christians of 
any particular country, where is 
the evidence? If they are not, 
why is Christian America over- 
looked? And why do American 
Christians overlook themselves? 
That Christian writers on the 
other side of the Atlantic, should 
have paid so little attention to 
this part of their subject, is no 
great wonder, when we consider 
how little knowledge they have 
concerning us. The writer of 
this article by no means intends 
to cast any censure on those 
writers, or other Christians on 
the Eastern Continent, by this 
remark; butit isaduty which he 
owes to his countrymen, to the 
wortd, and to the cause of Chris- 
tianity, that induces him to make 
it. Tor itisa fact well known to 
many here, that the greater part, 
even of the best informed Euro- 
pean authors, possess very little 
correct information of the real 
state of this country, especially 
with regard to the knowledge, 
and the morals, and religious 
habits of the people. This he 
believes to be as true of those 
Europeans who have written on 
the present state of the world as 
delineated in Scripture prophe- 
cy, as it is of other writers; not 
but that they are fully aware and 
acknowledge that there are Chris- 
tians here; but few of them, I be- 
lieve, understand how many there 
are, or how much they comport 
in faith and practice with other 
Christians who maintain a life ot 
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piety according to the Gospel. 
It cannot be unacceptable to the 
Christian world to state a few 
facts which will serve to place 
this matter in a proper light; for 
the truth of the facts, an appeal 
is made to every man who is ac- 
quainted with history, and with 
this country. 

The United States contain a 
population of seven millions of 
inhabitants. These people, taken 
in the gross, are called Chris- 
tians; and if this name ought to 
be applied to the people of any 
country, taken collectively, it is 
certainly well applied to those of 
the United States. It is not pre- 
tended that there are better 
Christians here, than are to be 
found elsewhere; nor that we 
have not individuals as bad as 
other countries produce. Butit 
is asked with confidence, in what 
other country can be found a 
greater proportion of people 
whose lives give evidenge of 
piety, or a less proportion of such 
as are obviously immoral? In no 
other country that ever existed, 
was less restraint put upon men 
with regard to their religious, or 
moral sentiments, and behavior. 
Here, if a man is corrupt in his 
religious sentiments, there is 
nothing to obstruct his publish- 
ing them to others, beyond the 
restraint which he feels from the 
opinions and frowns of the vir- 
tuous; or the superior deference 
which the truth always challenges 
from falsehood. Here, if any 
where, men speak and act for 
themselves; yet in no other coun- 
try did Christianity ever com- 
mand more respect, from the 
people at large, or exhibit a 
greater influence on the minds 
and conduct of men taken in a 
mass. It ought to be remarked, 


further, that this influence is not 
that which superior knowledge 
is wont to exert Over consum.- 
mate ignorance; for no where 
else, are the great body of the 
people so well enlightened; so 
capable of thinking and judging 
for themselves. 

Such the writer verily believes 
to be briefly, the state of facts, 
with regard to the United States 
at large. But he cannot avoid 
stating some additional ones with 
regard to that portion of the Uni- 
ted States, which is called New. 
England. Whatever has been 
said concerning the country, gen- 
erally,is still more applicable to 
this part of it. The population 
of New-England amounts, within 
a fraction, to one million anda 
half. Here are witnessed the 
blessings of Christianity, and oj 
a general diffusion of knowledge, 
beyond any example which his- 
tory can furnish. In these re- 
spects, Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, are without a parallel. 
In the whole history of mankind, 
it is believed that no other con- 
munity of equal extent, ever en- 
joyed so great a combination oi 
blessings. Of these blessings 
Christianity is the real source. 
The people of these States have 
been happy, because they have 
understood, and practised, seli- 
government, and sound morality; 
they have practised these, be- 
cause they were virtuous; they 
have been virtuous, because they 
have been taught Christianity. 
No where else were the nation: 
fruits, so to speak, of the Chris 
tian religion, ever so practically 
visible; no where else were 1 
genuine doctrines ever better um 
derstood, or more successfully 
inculcated; no where else “ 
those doctrines ever give so g°"" 








res 
“ts, 
tes 
oid 
rith 
Mni- 
ewe 
een 
ren 
e {0 
tion 
thin 
nda 
the 
d ol 
ge, 
his: 
e re 
Con- 
vallel. 
kind, 
com- 
Y el 
‘on oi 
sings 
yurce. 
; have 
- have 
|, seli- 
rality; 
ey be- 
3; they 
se ther 
tanity: 
atpona: 
Chris 
ctically 
ere its 
tter un: 
pssfully 
Ise qc 





1912. On American Attempts to extend the Gospel. 399 


eral, uniform, and powerful a di- 
rection to the sentiments, views, 
habits and conduct of the great 
body of the people. Never did 
any people possess so much gen- 
eral useful knowledge. Other 
nations have produced individu- 
als who were more learned, than 
any which these States can boast 
of; but no other nation ever did 
produce so few ignorant inhabi- 
tants. Of all other countries, 
Connecticut is the only one that 
can say, or ever could say, that 
her treasury gives out, for the 
purpose of schooling, more mon- 
ey than it receives and pays over 
for all the necessary purposes of 
her government. Houses for 
worship, and schools for instruc- 
tion, are placed at such intervals, 
that the Gospel, and the means 
of a necessary education in let- 
ters, are In every one’s. reach. 
This is not only true of Connecti- 
cut and Massachusetts proper, 
but of all New-England, with the 
exception of some towns but 
newly settled, where, however, 
these privileges are rapidly ex- 
tending; and of another very 
small portion of her territory, 
which stands as an admonitory 
example of the practical bad con- 
sequences of inattention to edu- 
cation and religion. 

Let not the writer be under- 
stood to mean, by the foregoing 
remarks, that the great body of 
the people of the United States, 
or that a majority of them, are 
Christians in the most important 
sense of that term; what he in- 
tends is, that the proportion of 
such Christians is comparatively 
large, and that the influence of 

hristian doctrine and example, 
over the great mass of the people, 
'S such as to warrant all he has 


said, : 


Northward of the United States 
are the Canadas, and other Bri- 
tish settlements, which are rapid- 
ly increasing in population and 
political importance. The in- 
habitants are Christians and Pa- 
gans. Of the former, the greater 
part are, probably, Protestants; 
the rest are Roman Catholics, but 
less bigotted than their brethren, 
gencrally,in Europe. The Span- 
ish and Portuguese settlements 
in North and South Ameriea, are 
Roman Catholic. What the num- 
ber of their inhabitants is, the 
writer can form no accurate 
judgment. We know, however, 
that it must be considerable. 
From the present aspect of 
things in some of these-coun- 
tries, there is reason to expect 
such a revolution in their affairs 
as will materially affect the state 
of their religion, government, 
apd national character. What 
the issue will be, it is impossible 
to divine; but, leaving that to 
the direction of Heaven, the in- 
telligent Christian must feel his 
curlosity to be awake at the pros- 
pect before him. The remain- 
ing inhabitants of this continent 
are Pagans; and though, scatter- 
ed in their habitations, are still 
numerous, and exhibit to us a 
hideous picture of the boasted 
dignity of human nature, without 
education, and without revealed 
religion. 

Such is a concise view of the 
present moral state of that por- 
tion of the great human family, 
which inhabits this western con- 
tinent. Every short period of 
years brings a fresh accession of 
moral and political importance 
to this quarter of the globe, and 
excites new interest in the vicw 
of those who have a Christian 
concern for the well-being of 
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their fellow men. If the Scrip- 
tures are to be published to all 
people, and if some of every tribe 
and nation under Heaven are to 
be redeemed, the religious state 
of America ought not to be neg- 
lected. Though America was 
unknown to the rest of the world 
when the Scriptures of truth 
were given to men, and for a 
long subsequent period of time, 
vet was it ever equally known 
and present to Ifim, with whom 
a thousand years are as one day, 
and one day as a thousand years. 
His purposes concerning us were 
established of old, even from ev- 
erlasting; but the question oc- 
curs, has He revealed any of 
these purposes in his holy word? 
This point appears to need eluci- 
dation. That some one might 
be induced to turn his attention 
to this subject, and offer the re- 
sult of his investigation to the 
public, the writer has ventured 
to publish the foregoing obser- 
vations. It would seem that 
American theologians must feel 
a lively interest in this underta- 
king; an undertaking that re- 
spects the Immortal concerns of 
their countrymen, and of others 
whose lot Providence has cast 
with theirs in this great division 
of the globe. 

The present age is distinguish- 
ed beyond all others in extensive 
and successful attempts to pub- 
lish the Gospel. A wide field is 
open to Christians in this coun- 
try, in which to exercise their 
benevolence, for the same ob- 
jects. This field is peculiarly 
ours; and Christian people in the 
United States are answerable for 
the manner in which they culti- 
vate it. Though the writer would 
by no means discourage con- 
tributing to the support of mis- 


sions among the heathen in the 
East, but wishes his countrymen 
to lend all the aid they can rea- 
sonably furnish for that object, 
yet he thinks that something 
ought to be done for sending the 
Gospel among the heathen of 
our own continent, more than has 
yet been attempted. If we neg- 
lect it, from what other quarte: 
are we to expect that these peo- 
ple will receive the word of life’ 
To whom can they so naturally 
look? ‘To whom can we mor 
naturally lend our Christian aid: 
How many thousand Pagans bor 
der on, and near us; who know 
not the way of salvation! How 
many thousand Roman Catholics 
adjoin us, destitute of the Bible, 
and dependent on an Ignortan 
and corrupt clergy for what little 
they know of God and the way 
to Heaven! Multitudes of thes: 
Catholics might receive the Bi- 
ble from us, were we dispose¢ 
to give it; and would most cor 
dially thank us for the unspeak- 
able gift. Multitudes of those 
Pagans who now live without! 
God and without hope in the 
world, through our instrume2: 
tality, and the Divine blessing 
might be brought to the know! 
edge of the truth as it is in Jesus 
Connected with the business 
would be the investigation © 
scriptural prophecy, as it t¥ 
spects this part of the worls 
and who can tell but such ani 
vestigation may contribute mut: 
towards enlivening our Chris 
tian zeal in the cause of thes 
Catholics, and heathen? L¢ 
every man do his duty, and u 
Divine blessing will not be w! 


held. 


It is hoped that this very i™ 
perfect attempt of the writer! 


draw the attention of Chris 
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to what he conceived to be a very 
important matter, will be neither 
unacceptable, nor unavailing. 
Certainly it will not be without 
avail, should any able hand, by 


the means, be induced to take up 
the subject, and treat it ac 
cording to its merits. 

AcLETUS.. 


SELECTIONS. 


ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF RF- 
LIGION IN BOSTON, A. bd. I7Z4l. 
BY JHE REV. MR. PRINCE. 


Continue! from p. 369.) 


As to Mr, Tennent’s preach- 
ing; it was frequently both ter- 
ribie and searching. It was of- 
ten for matter justly terrible, as 
he according to the inspired 
oracles exhibited the dreadful 
haliness, justice, law, threaten- 
ings, truth, power, mayestv of 
God; and his anger with rebel- 
jious, impenitent, unbelieving 
and Christless sinners; the awful 
danger they were every moment 
in of being struck down to hell, 
and being damned for ever; with 
the amazing miseries of that 
place of torment. But his exhi- 
bitions both for matter and man- 
ner fell inconceivably below the 
reality: and though this terrible 
preaching may strongly work on 
the natural passions and fright- 
en the hearers, rouse the soul, 
and prepare the way for terrible 
convictions; yet those mere nat- 
ural terrors, and these convic- 
tions are quite different things. 

Nothing is more obvious than 
for people to be greatly terrified 
with the apprehensions of God, 
eternity and hell, and yet have 
ho Convictions 

As in Old England and New I 
have been a constant preacher 
and observer of the religious 
State of those who heard me, for 
above thirty years; they have 
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passed under mamy scores of 
most dreadful tempests of thun- 
der and lightning: wherein as the 
Psalmist represents, ‘the voice of 
the Lord was upon the waters, 
the God of glory thundered, the 
voice of the Lord was powerful, 
the voice of the Lord was full of 
majesty; the voice of the Lord 
broke the cedars, divided the 
flames of fire, shook the wilder. 
ness, and (in the darkest night) 
discovered the forest.’ Yea, 
even since the revival, viz. on 
Friday night July 30; 1742, at the 
lecture in the South Church, 
near nine o'clock, being very 
dark, there came on a terrible 
storm of thunder and lightning: 
and just as the blessing was giv- 
en, an amazing clap broke over 
the Church with piercing repe- 
titions. which set many a shriek- 
ing, and the whole assembly into 
great consternation: God then 
appeared “terrible out of his 
high places; they heard atten- 
tively the noise of his voice, and 
the sound that went out of his 
mouth; he directed it under the 
whole heaven, and his light- 
ning to the ends of the earth; af- 
ter it a voice roared, he thunder- 
ed marvellously with his voice: 
and at this the hearts of many 
(as Elihu’s) trembled, and were 
moved out of their places, for 
near two hours together. And 
yet in all these displays: of the 
majesty ef God, and terrifying 
5l 
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apprehensions of danger of sud- 
den destruction, neither in this 
surprizing night, nor in all the 
course of thirty gyears have I 
scarce known any by these kinds 
of terrors brought under genu- 
ine convictions. And what min- 
ister has a yoice like God, and 
who can thunder like Him? 

So on Lord’s-day, June Sd last, 
in our time of public worship in 
the forenoon, when we had been 
about a quarter of an hour in 
prayer, the mighty power of God 
came on with a surprising roar 
and earthquake; which made the 
house with all the galleries to 
rock and tremble, with such a 
grating noise as if the bricks 
were moving out of their places 
to come down and bury us: which 
exceedingly disturbed the con- 
gregation, excited the shrieks of 
many, put many on flying out, 
and the generality in motion. 
But though many were yvreatly 
terrified, yet in a day or two 
their terrors seemed to vanish; 
and I know of but two or three 
seized by convictions on this 
awful occasion. 

No! conviction is quite anoth- 
er sort of athing. Itis the work 
of the Spirit of God, a sovereign, 
free and Almighty agent; wheie- 
in he gives the sinful soul such 
aclear and lively view of the 
glory of the Divine sovereignty, 
omnipresence, holiness, justice, 
truth and power; the extensive- 
ness, SPirituality and strictness 
of his law; the binding nature, 
efficacy and dreadfulness of his 
curses; the multitude and hein- 
ousness of its sins both of com- 
mission and obmission; the hor- 
rible vileness, wickednes, per- 
verseness and hypdcrisy of the 
heart, with its utter impotence 
either rightly to repent, or be- 


lieve in Christ, or change itself. 
so that it sees itself in a lost, un- 
done and perishing state; with- 
out the least degree of worthi- 
ness to recommend it to the holy 
and righteous God, and the least 
degree of strength to help itself 
out of this condition. These 
discoveries are made by means 
of some revealed truths, either 
in the reading, hearing, or re- 
membrance: when in the hear- 
ing sometimes by words of ter- 
ror, and sometimes by words of 
tenderness: and the Holy Spirit 
with such internal evidence and 
power so applies them to the 
conscience, that they become as 
sharp arrows piercing into the 
heart, wounding, paining and 
sticking in it, when all the me- 
chanical impressions of fright 
ful sounds are over, sometimes 
for many days,weeks,and months, 
if not years together; until this 
Divine agent, by these and other 
convictions agreeable to his in- 
spired word, intirely subdues 
the soul to Christ; or being un- 
eratefully treated, withdraws his 
convincing influence, and leaves 
the heart and conscience to 
greater and more dangerou: 
hardness and stupidity than ever. 

Such were the’ conviction: 
wrought in many hundreds in 
this town by Mr. Tennant’s 
searching ministry: and suci 
Was the case of those many 
scores of several other congreg2 
tions as well as mine, who came 
to me and others for direction 
under them.* And, indeed }y 
all their converse I found it was 
not so much the terror as ti 


* The same kind of searching preac* 
: ma ee 
ing by our own ministers and other 
I aso observed was the most succe>>" 
eal : : syle {0 
ful means of bringmg people 
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searching nature of his ministry, 
that was the principal means of 
their conviction. It was not 
merely, nor so much, his laying 
open the terrors of the law and 
wrath of God, or damnation of 
hell; (for this they could pretty 
well bear as long as they hoped 
these belonged not to them, or 
they could easily avoid them;) 
as his laying open their many 
yain and secret shifts and refu- 
ges, counterfeit resemblances of 
grace, delusive and damning 
hopes; their utter impotence, 
and impending danger of de- 
struction: whereby they found 
all their hopes and refuges of 
‘ies to fail them, and themselves 
exposed to eternal ruin, unable 
to help themselves, and in a 
lost condition. This searching 
preaching was both the suitable 
and principal means of their con- 
viction: though it is most evident, 
the most proper means are utter- 
ly insufficient; and wholly de- 
pend on the sovereign will of 
God, to put forth his power and 
apply them by this or that instru- 
ment, on this or that person, at 
this or that season, in this or that 
way Or manner, with these or 
those permitted .circumstances, 
infirmities, corruptions, errors, 
agencies, oppositions; and to 
what degree, duration and event 
he pleases. 

A remarkable instance of con- 
viction also, has been sometimes 
under the ministry of the Rev. 
Mr. Edwards of Northampton; 
a preacher of a low and moderate 
voice, a natural way of delivery, 
and without any agitation of body 


powerful convictions, or clear and 
awakening views of their sinful and 
lost condition, and their absolute need 
o! Christ to find and save them. 
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or any thing else in the manner 
to excite attention; except his 
habitual and great solemnity, 
looking and speaking as in the* 
presence of God, and with a 
weighty sense of the matter de- 
livered. And onthe other hand, 
I have known several very wor- 
thy ministers of loud and rousing 
voices; and yet to their great 
sorrow the generality of their 
people, for a long course of years 
asleep in deep security. It is 
just as the Holy Spirit pleases, 
to hide occasions of pride from 
man: and if Mr. Tennent was to 
come here again and preach 
more rousingly than ever, it may 
be not one soul would come un- 
der conviction by him. 

On Monday, March 2, 1740—1, 
Mr. Tennent preached his fare- 
we}] sermon to the people of Bos- 
ton, from Acts xi, 23, to an audi- 
tory extremely crowded, very 
attentive, and much affected, in 
Dr. Colman’s house of worship. 
It was an affectionate parting, 
and as great numbers of all con- 
ditions and ages appeared awa- 
kened by him, there seemed to 
be a general sadness at his going 
away. 

Though it was natural for them 
to resort abundantly to him, by 
whom it pleased the sovereign 
God chiefly to awaken them, for 
advice in their soul concerns; 
yet while he was here, many re- 
paired to their ministers also, 
and many more and oftener when 
he was gone. Mr. Tennent’s 
ministry, with the various cases 
of those resorting to us, excited 
us to treat more largely of the 
workings of the Spirit of Grace, 
as a spirit of conviction and con- 
version, consolation and edifica- 
tion in the souls of men, agreeas. 
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ble to the Holy Scriptures. and 
the common experiences of true 
believers. 

And now was, such a time as 
we never knew. The Rev. Mr. 
Cooper was wont to Say, that 
more came to him in one week 
in deepconcern about their souls, 
than in the whole twenty-four 
years of his preceding ministry. 
I can also say the same as to 
the numbers who repuired to me. 
By Mr. Cooper’s letter to his 
friend in Scotland, it appears, he 
has had about six hundred differ- 
ent persons in three months 
time: and Mr. Webb informs 

he has had in the same 
space above a thousand. 

Agreeable to the numerous 
bills of the awakened put up in 
public, sometimes rising to the 
number of sixty at once, there re- 
paired to us both boys and girls, 
young men and women, Indians 
and Negroes, heads of families, 
aged persons; those who had 
been in full communion and go- 
ing on in a course of religion 
many years. And their cases 
represented were; a blind mind, 
a vile and hard heart, and some 
under a deep sense thereof; some 
under great temptations; some 
in great concern for their souls; 
some in great distress of mind 
for fear of being unconverted; 
others for fear they had been all 
along building on a righteous- 
ness of their own, and were still 
in the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity. Some under slighty, 
others under strong convictions 
of their sins and sinfulness, guilt 
and condemnation, the wrath and 
curse of God upon them, their 
impotence and misery; some for 
a long time, even for several 
months under these convictions: 
some fearing lest the Holy Spirit 


should withdraw; others having 
qerenes his operations, were 
in great distress lest he should 
leave them forever: persons far 
advanced in years, afraid of be- 
ing left behind, while others 
were hastening to the great Re- 
deemer. 

Nor were the same _ persons 
satisfied with coming once or 
twice, as formerly, but again and 
again, I know not how often; 
complaining of their evil and 
cursed hearts; of their past and 
present unbelicf, pride, hypocri- 
sy, perfidiousness, contempt of 
Christ aud God, alienation from 
them, their lové and captivity to 
sin, and utter impotence to help 
themselves, or even to believe 
on Christ, &c. renouncing every 
degree of worthiness in and 
utterly condemning themselves; 
ereatly afraid of deceiving their 
own souls; and carnestly “desir- 
ous of being searched, discover- 
ed and shown the true way of 
salvation. 

Both people and ministers 
seemed under a Divine influence 
to quicken each other. The 
people seemed to have a renew- 
ed taste for those old pious and 
experimental writers, Mr. Hook- 
er, Shepard, Gurnal, Wilham 
Guthrie, Joseph Alein, Isaac 
Ambrose, Dr. Owen, and others; 
as well as later, such as Mr. 
Mead, Fiavel, Shaw, Willard, 
Stoddard, Dr. Increase and Cot- 
ton Mather, Mr. Mather of 
Windsor, Mr. Boston, &c. The 
evangelical writings of these de- 
ceased authors, as well as of 
others alive, both in England, 
Scotland, and New-Engian¢, 
were now read with singular 
pleasure; some of them reprint- 
ed and in great numbers quickly 
bought and studied. And the 
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more experimental our religion 
was, like their’s, the more 1t was 
relished. 

The people scemed to love to 
hear us more than ever: The 
weckly Tuesday evening lectures 
at the church in Brattle street 
were much crowded and not suf- 
ficient. April 17, 1741, another 
lecture was therefore opened 
every Friday evening at the south 
church; when a seasonable dis- 
course was given by the Rev. 
Dr. Sewall from John xvi, 8: And 
soon after, another lecture every 
Tuesday and Friday evening was 
opened at the New North: three 
of the most capacious houses of 
public worship in town; the least 
of which I suppose wiil hold 
three thousand people. Besides 
the ancient lecture every Thurs- 
day noon at the oid church; and 
other Jectures in other churches. 

Dr. Sewali’s discourse, with 
three other excellent sermons 
on the same text were soon after 
published. In the first of which 
he says; p. 20, “As more lately 
we have received good news of 
this kind from more distant pla- 
ces upon this continent; so I can- 
not but hope that God’s sending 
one and another of his servants 
among us who had been person- 
ally acquainted with these later 
wonderful works of grace, to- 
gether with their very laborious 
and fervent preaching, and the 
ministry of others his servants, 
has been blessed to convince 
many of their sins, and awaken 
them to a serious concern about 
their souls. Yea, it is hopeful 
that there are a number convert- 
ed, and brought home to Christ. 
Let us give the praise to the 
God of all grace.” Inthe second 
he says, p. 66, “To conclude, 
let us with humble thankful- 


ness behold that remarkable’ 


work of grace which I trust God 
is carrying on in this town and 
other places; and be encouraged 
to seek the Lord more earnestly, 
that his kingdom may come with 
power by the more plentiful 
effusions of his Holy Spirit; and 
that the Lord would rebuke Sa- 
tan in all his attempts to hinder 
or reproach this work, and bruise 
him under our feet. Let us bless 
God for his Spirit and grace 
manifested in and with his ser- 
vants that have preached the 
Gospel among us, and for the 
great success which has attended 
their painful labors.” In the 
fourth he says, p last, “And let 
such as are under good impres- 
sions from the Spirit, take heed 
to themselves, and beware of 
apostasy. O ponder those awful 
words! Jf any man draw back, 
my sow shall have no fileasure in 
him, Heb. x, 38. But if there 
should come a falling away re- 
specting some that have prom- 
ised fair, let us not be shaken in 
mind as if the main work was 
not of God; nor take up an evil 
report against it. Scripture and 
experience warn us to fear and 
prepare for such a trial.” 

And in the preface he says, “It 
hath pleased the sovereign and 
gracieus God, in whose hand our 
times are, to ordain that we should 
live under some peculiar advan- 
tages for our precious souls, 
For to the ordinary means, we 
have superadded the manifesta- 
tion of the Spirit, in extraordina- 
ry works of grace. We have late- 
ly heard glad tidings from one 
place and another, that many are 
inquiring the way to Zion, with 
their faces thitherward; andsome 
are declaring what God hath done 
for their seuls. Yea, God hath 
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brought this work home to our 
own doors, and we hear many 
crying out, What must we do to 
be saved! And there are a num- 
ber hopefully rejoicing in God’s 
salvation. Of such a season as 


this it may well be said, J have 


heard thee in a time accefited, and 
in the day of salvation have I 
succored thee: Behold, now is 
the accepted time; Behold now is 
she day of salvation. I hope God’s 
people are reaping the fruit of 
their prayers, particularly on ex- 
traordinary days of fasting ob- 
served with an especial view to 
this great blessing, the plentiful 
effusion of the Holy Spirit. O 
there is great reason to fear that 
another like season will never, 
never return upon you. O sleep- 
er! awake, and hearken, there’s 
a noise, and a shaking among the 
dry bones. Some it may be of 
your Own acquaintance, secure 
like you a Little while ago, are 
now in deep concern, and can no 
longer relish those carnal pleas- 
ures in which you were compan- 
ions. Now, destruction from 
God is aterror to them, and they 
are fleeing from the wrath to 
come. What a reproof doth God 
give to your stupidity in the 
awakeningsof others? And here, 
among you with whom the Spirit 
is striving at this day, we behold 
many of our young people. O 
cur children! God is drawing 
nigh to you in a distinguishing 
manner, &c.” 

Nor were the people satisfied 
with all these lectures: But as 
private societies for religious 
exercises, both of elder and 
younger persons, both of males 
and females by themselves, in 
several parts of the town, now 
increased to a much greater num- 
ber than ever, viz. to near the 


number of thirty, meeting on 
Lord’s day, Monday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday evenings; so the 
people were constantly employ. 
ing the ministers to pray and 
preach at those societies, as also 
at many private houses where no 
formed society met: And such 
nuntbers flocked to hear us as 
greatly crowded them, as wellas 
more than usually filled our 
houses of public worship, both on 
Lord’s days and lectures, espe- 
cially evening lectures, for about 
a twelvemonth after. 

Some of our ministers, to 
oblige the people, have some- 
times preached In public and pri- 
vate, at one house or another, 
even every evening, except after 
Saturday for a week together: 
and the more we prayed and 
preached, the more enlarged 
were our hearts, and the more 
delightful the employment. And 
QO how many, how serious and 
attentive were our hearers! How 
many awakened and hopefully 
converted by their Ministers: 
And how many of such added 
soon to our churches, as we hope 
will be saved eternally? Scarce 
a sermon seemed to be preached 
without some good impressions 

As to the church to which } 
belong——Within six months from 
the end of January, 1740—1, 
were threescore joined to our 
communicants: the greater patt 
of whom gave a more exact ac- 
count of the work of the Spirit 
of God on their souls in effectual 
calling,as described in the West- 
minster Assembly’s shorter Cat- 
echism, than I was wont to meet 
with before: besides many others 
I could not but have charity for; 
who refrained from coming ¢ 
the table of Christ for want of @ 
satisfying view of the work 
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renovation in them. Mr. Ten- 
nent being so exceedingly strict 
in cautioning people from run- 
ning into churches, taking the 
sacred covenant, and receiving 
the Lord’s Supper the seal there- 
of, till they had. saving grace; 
that divers brought to very 
hopeful dispositions, yea, some 
I doubt not, to embrace the 
Savior in all his offices, were 
through fear and darkness kept 
from coming into full commu- 
nion. Or otherwise, many more 
I believe, would have entered; 
who had they the like experien- 
ces a year before, I doubt not 
would have readily offered them- 
selves, and we should have as 
readily received them, and would 
now, as some of the most hope- 
ful Christians. So far did Mr. 
Tennent’s awakening ministry 
shake their hopes and hinder 
them, that those whom I appre- 
hended to be thirsty, and thought 
myself obliged to encourage, I 
found the impressions of his 
preaching had discouraged. 

Yea, some who had been in 
full communion were made so 
suspicious of themselves, as to 
refrain partaking; and I had no 
small pains to remove their scru- 
ples. For as to my own opinion, 
it seems to me, that where there 
is a thirst for Christ and his spir- 
itual benefits, that thirst is raised 
by the Spirit of Christ: And in 
raising such a thirst, he qualifies 
lor them, shows his readiness to 
satiate it, invites, requires, and 
gives sufficient grounds for com- 
ing to him at these pipes of living 
Waters; though we may not be 
sure whether this thirst arises 
froma renewed heart or no: And 
thither therefore should we come 
With a humble sense of ourempti- 
ess and unworthiness, and with 


our thirsty souls reaching forth 
to him, to receive from his open, 
offered aud overflowing fulness. 
If I am mistaken, I desire to 
sce it. 

However, in many of these 
people, their convictions in a 
judgment of charity, appeared by 
the same Spirit to be carried fur- 
ther than an awakening view of 
their sins, their sinfulness and 
misery; even to whatthe Assem- 
bly’s Catechism agreeable to 
Scripture, calls an enlightening 
their minds in the knowledge of 
Christ, or clear, lively and attrac- 
tive views of his perfect suitable- 
ness, all-sufficiency, and willing- 
ness as the Son of God incarnate 
and Mediator, to receive them, 
and by his merits, intercession, 
grace, and Spirit to reconcile 
them to the holy God, and save 
and make them completely and 
eternally holy and happy, though 
now the chief of sinners: And in 
such views as these he melted 
their frozen hearts, renewed 
their wills, overcame them with 
affection to him, and persuaded 
and enabled them to embrace 
him in his person and all his 
offices and benefits, as offered in 
the Gospel. 

By Dr. Colman’s letter of June 
8, 1741, it appears, “that in 1741, 
in April, there were nine or ten, 
and in May were nineteen added 
to his church: Among whom, 
says the Doctor, were many of 
the rich and peiite of our sons 
and daughters.’’* 

And the Rev. Mr. Webb, senior 
pastor of the New North, just 
now informs me with respect to 
his church and people, in the fol- 


*Preface to his Sermon of Souls 
flying to Christ. Printed at London 
th 1742 
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lowing words—“Admissions to 
full communion of those hopeful- 
ly wrought upon in the late day 
of grace about one hundred and 
sixty: Of which one hundred and 
two from January !740—1 to 
January 1741—2. Of the above- 
mentioned, by far the greater 
part have since given hopeful 
signs of saving conv ersion. And 
maby more give good evidences 
of grace; but for the reasons in 
your account | above] cannot be 
prevailed upon to come to the 
table of the Lord.” 

In this year 1741, the very face 
of the town seemed tobe strange- 
ly altered. Some who had not 
been here since the fall before, 
have told me their great surprise 
at the change in the general look 
and carriage of people, as soon as 
they landed. Even the Negroes 
and boys in the streets surpri- 
singly left their usual rudeness: 
I knew many of these had been 
greatly affected, and now were 
formed into religious socicties. 
And one of our worthy gentle- 
men expressing his wonder at 
the remarkable change, informed 
me, that whereas he used with 
others on Saturday evenings to 
visit the taverns, in order to clear 
them of town inhabitants, they 
were wont to find many there, 
and meet with trouble to get 
them away; but now having gone 
at those seasons again, he found 
them empty of all but lodgers 

Of that time the Rev. Dr. Col- 
man justly writes tothe Rev. Dr. 
Watts, on Sept. 15, 1741, in the 
following terms, “* Thanks be 
to God, in our Province the im- 
pressions of religion grow and 


*His letter at the end of Mr. Ed- 
wards’s aturesaid sermon, minted at 
Londen m 1742. 


increast ina happy, wise, Sedate 
manner, such as gives a joyous 
prospect relating to the next gen. 
eration, that our young ones yi! 
be wise, grave, devout parents to 
their children. I know not hoy 
to admire the pleasant, gracious 
work of God: Our lectures flour. 
ish, our Sabbaths ave joyous, our 
churches increase, our ministers 
have new life and spirit in thei 
work.” 

Of the same time the Rev. Mr, 
Cooper also writes on Nov. 20, 
1741, in his noble Preface to 
Mr. Edwards’s most excellent, 
solid, judicious, and scriptural 
performance, as the Rev. Mr. 
Willison of Scotland rightly 
styles them, in the following 
manner—*“I verily believe in this 
our metropolis, there were the 
last winter some thousands under 
such religious impressions a 
they never felt before. And as 
to the fruits of this work, which 
we have been bid so often to 
wait for, blessed be God! so far 
as there has been time for obser: 
vation they appear te be abiding. 
I don’t mean, that none have lost 
— impressions, or that there 

€ no instances of hypocrisy and 
aan Scripture and exper'- 
ence Jead us to expect these 
at such a season. It is to me 
matter of surprise and thankful 
ness, that as yet there have been 
no more. But I mean, that a 
great number of those who have 
been awakencd are still seeking 
and striving to enter in at the 
Stralt gate. The most of those 
who have been thought to be 
converted, continue to give evi: 
dences of their being new crea 
tures, and scem to cleave to the 
Lord with full purpose of heart 
To be sure a new face of things 
continues in this town; thoug! 
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many circumstances concur to 
render such a work not so ob- 
cervable here, as in smaller and 
distant places. Many things not 
becoming the profession of the 
Gospel ang ina measure reform- 
ed. Taverns, dancing-schools, 
and such meetings as have been 
called assemblies; which have 
always proved unfriendly to seri- 
ous godliness, are much less fre- 
quented. Many. have reduced 
their dress and apparel, so as to 
make them look more like the 
followers of the humble Jesus. 
And it has been both surprising 
and pleasant to see how some 
younger people, and of that sex 
too which is most fond of such 
vanities, have put off the bravery 
of their ornaments, as the effect 
and indication of their seeking 
the inward glories of the King’s 
daughter. Religion is now much 
more the subject of conversation 
at friends’ houses, than ever I 
knew it. The doctrines of grace 
are espoused and relished. Pri- 
vate religious meetings are 
greatly multiplied. The pubkc 
assemblies (especially lectures) 
are much better attended: And 
our auditories were never so at- 
tentive and serious. There is 
indeed an extraordinary appetite 
alter the sincere milk of the word. 
It is more than a twelvemonth 
since an evening lecture was set 
upin this town; there are now 
several; two constantly on Tues- 
day and Friday evenings; when 
sone of our most capacious 
houses are well filled with hear- 
ers who by their looks and de- 
portment seem to come to hear 
that their souls might liye. An 
‘vening in God’s courts is now 
“steemed better than many else- 
where. There is also great re- 
‘ort to ministers in private. Our 
Vor. LV, New Series. 


hands continue full of work: And 
many times we have more than 
we can discourse with distinctly 
and separately.” 

Jan. 11, 1741—-2, most of the 
associate pastors of this town 
agreed on a course of days of 
prayer in their several churches; 
as the Rev. Dr. Sewall well ex- 
presses it, in his sermon on that 
occasion preached in the South 
Church, Feb. 26, 1741—2, “to 
bless the name of God for spirit- 
ual blessings already received 
in the remarkable revival of his 
work among us and in many 
other places; to seek of God the 
more plentiful effusion of his Ho- 
ly Spirit; that the Lord would 
preserve us and his people from 
every thing that hath a tendency 
to quench his Spirit and obstruct 
the progress and success of his 
good work; and that it may goon 
and prosper, till the whole land 
shall be filled with the blessed 
fruits of the Spirit.” And in his 
sermon, he says, “We ought to 
praise the Lord that he has not 
left us without a witness of his 
Divine power and grace in the 
wondertul operations of his Spirit 
in our times. Let the success 
which God hath of late given: to 
the ministers of the word above 
what we have known in times 
past animate us to labor more 
abundantly. And let not any 
pervert what has been said 
to prejudice themselves or 
others against that wonderful 
work of grace, which, I verily be- 
lieve, God has wrought in this 
town and other places.” 

In some, this further work of 
conviction and effectual calling 
was clearer, in others more ob- 
scure, in others less or more 
doubtful. And se various like- 
wise were the joys and .consola- 
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tions rising from the various 
changes or exercises in them, or 
their various applications to 
Christ for mercy. But herein 
their pastors labored to preserve 
them from mistakes, to discover 
their dangers on every side, to 
lead them to a thorough convic- 
tion and humiliation, and through 
these to right views of Christ 
and closing with him in a saving 
manner; that they might not be 
deceived with joys or consola- 
tions which belonged not to them. 
Of those who came not into 
full communion with our church- 
@s-—some, who were under strong 
convictions and ina hopeful way, 
have since sadly lost them; the 
Spirit of God has ceased striving, 
and they are more blind and hard 
than ever: And, some of these 
like those under his ineffectual 
influence in the apostle’s days; 
After they have escapfied the fotlu- 
tion of the world through the 


knowledge of the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, are again entan. 
gled therein and overcome; their 
latter end ts worse with then 
than the beginning; and it has 
happened to them acegrding to 
the true Proverb “the dog is turn- 
ed to his own vomit again, and 
the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire,’ 2 Pet. ii, 
20——22. And some who had 
fair resemblances both of saving 
grace and holy joy, whereby they 
for a time deceived both then- 
selves and others; after high ap- 
pearances have fallen away: as 
some who first followed Christ 
himself, yet afterwards left him; 
and as he has represented the 
various events of impressions 
made by his own and his succes- 
sors’ preaching, in the parable of 
the sower, Mat. xiii, Mark iv, and 
Luke viii. 
(To be continued. ) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ON THE SALARIES OF MINISTERS. 
To the Editor of the Pdnoplist. 
SiR, 

Ifyou should think the following 
statements calculated to promote the 
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
you will give them a place in the Pan- 


oplist; if otherwise, the writer wiil 
not be offended. 


A minister of a churel’ and 
congregation, ina country town 
of some consequence, read the 
thoughts of A. B. on the Salaries 
of Ministers, published in the 
Panoplist for November last. 
The striking resemblance be- 
tween those thoughts and his 
own circumstances, in many 


points, led him at first to sus- 
pect, that A. B. was some think- 
ing member of his own church. 
This suspicion, however, was 
soon given up, on considering, 
that if there. were a solitary indi- 
vidual in the church, who could 
think and write in that manner; 
his influence would be felt, and 
things would not remain as they 
are. 

Deeply impressed with the 
painful thought, that a dissolu: 
tion of the pastoral connexion 
must take place, the minister in 
question was, in his own min¢. 
preparing to bring it about, iné 

way least injurious to the caus¢ 
of religion, when the productio" 
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of A. B. came to hand. That, 
rogether with other considera- 
sions, has led him to defer, for 
the present, this painful work; 
and to lay his case before the 
Christian public, hoping that 
A. B. or some other able and 
pious friend to Christ and his 
ministers, will plainly point out 
to him the path ofduty. That it 
may be in the power of such a 
person to offer judicious coun- 
sel, facts must be stated; which 
facts may possibly designate who 
the minister 1s, and wound the 
feelings of some of his flock. 
But would not their feelings be 
more deeply wounded, should 
they be visited with a famine of 
the word of life. Such a famine 
scems inevitable, if things re- 
main as they are. In that case, 
the triumph of Infidelity would 
be great. The enemy would 
seize the ground. The sheep of 
Christ would be scattered. - 

The facts which seem neces- 
sary to a full understanding of 
the case are the following: 

The minister, his wife and 
children, are so many in number, 
that his salary when divided into 
the same number of parts, will 
afford to each of them between 
ten and eleven cents a day for 
their support. The children are 
all under fifteen years of age. 
In this estimate no deduction is 
made from the salary to pay for 
hired help, which is commonly 
needed in a large family of small 
children. The articles to feed 
and clothe this family are to be 
purchased from day to day, and 
on credit too, which is a disad- 
vantage unknown to those who 
are able to pay when they pur- 
chase. The business done by 
country merchants and mechan- 
ics is much in the barter way, 
which has carried the prices of 


the necessaries of life, in many 
instances, above the Boston pri- 
ces. The merchant yives the 
farmer his price for his produce, 
but pays in goods from the shop: 
he knows how to manage. The 
minister must deal with both; 
and must be charged by both 
their barter price. And soon 
the books must be settled. Ifhe 
has not the money to pay, the 
best that can be done is to give 
his note on interest; and, when 
the year comes round, to renew 
the note and include the interest. 
Notes of this nature are fast in- 
creasing against this minister. 
His salary is not paid agreeably 
to contract. The payments have 
long been six months behind the 
Stated period, when they are due; 
and he loses the interest, and ex- 
periences all the other disadvan- 
tages of delay, and would do so, 
if the payments were years be- 
hind. When the salary is paid, 
three quarters, or thereabouts, 
come in orders drawn by him 
on the treasurer in favor of indi- 
viduals. ‘Thus, by barter deal- 
ing, and delay of payment, the 
salary is in fact diminished, in 
his judgment, one third; which 
reduces his daily stipend, when 
divided between himself and his 
dependants, to about seven cents 
each. It ought to be added that 
he has no farm worth mention- 
ing. 

The minister being fully per- 
suaded that his people would not 
raise his salary; (for some of them 
complained bitterly, in his hear- 
ing, of the great minister tax 
they had to pay;) and doubting 
whether they would settle an- 
other, were he to be removed; 
thought it his duty to follow the 
example of Paul, that eminent 
servant of Christ, and began to 
administer to the necessities of 
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himself and his dependants. with 
the labor of his own hands. The 
men of the world smiled; some 
professors of religion were of- 
fended: but the general opinion 
was, that this was needless. Some 
of the brethren individually un- 
dertook to reprove the minister 
for his worldly-mindedness. He 
stated to them the absolute neces- 
sity that drove him to labor with 
his own hands. However, they 
could not see as he did, and would 
have it, that the minister had no 
need at all to attend to secular 
business. The common arts to 
destroy a minister’s usefulness 
were resorted to, and with too 
much success. 

Justice would not be done to 
the minister without stating, that 
amidst all his secular avocations, 
his ministerial labors have great- 
ly increased. It is thought that 
no minister within- fifty miles of 
him has more abounded in extra 
labors. Never did he decline, 
when asked, to preach a funeral 
sermon, at any house where per- 
sons, by reason of age or infirmi- 
ty, were unable to attend public 

worship. He usually is present 
at two conference meetings in a 
week; and has not been negligent 
in visiting the sick and dying. 
Frequently his feeble assistance 
has been afforded to his brethren 
inthe ministry, when their fields 
of labor, through the blessed in- 
fluences of the Spirit, have been 
rendered white ready to harvest. 

But to return from this digres- 
sion. The minister is wretchedly 
involved in debt, even beyond 
the possibility of extricating him- 
self, unless by selling the little 
real estate he possesses; and he 
must, unless his salary should 
be enlarged, go still deeper in 
the bitter waters. He is most 


destitute of books. Some affect. 
ing objects of charity dwell near 
him. The cries of Christians in 
the East for Bibles from hrofes- 
sors in the West; the pressing 
calls for money to expend in 
translating and printing the Scrip- 
tures in the heathen languages; 
and, above all, the earnest de- 
mand for pecuniary assistance, 
which the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions have made on the Christian 
public, penetrate his heart. He 
abundantly urges on Christians 
the duty of giving, by the posi- 
tive requirements of the Gospel; 
by bowels of compassion for the 
heathen; by the distinguished 
mercies conferred on the people 
of this land; by the example of 
the Apostles who forsook all to 
spread the Gospel, who account- 
ed not their lives dear to them- 
selves, and actually suffered mar- 
tyrdom, rather than heathens 
should perish for lack of vision; 
by the example of primitive 
Christians, who sold their pos- 
sessions, and laid the prices at 
the Apostles’ feet; and, finally, 
by the example ef Christ, who 
was the Owner of the universe, 
yet for the everlasting good of 
hell-deserving sinners, He emp- 
tied himself of infinite fulness, 
became a servant, had not where 
to lay his head, was spit upon, 
mocked, scourged, crowned with 
thorns, and died the accursed 
death of the cross. But this 
preaching avails nothing; these 
arguments fall to the ground. 
And doubtless this is partly be- 
cause the minister does not set 
the example. He has not a dol- 
lar, nor even fwe mites, to put in- 
to the box; and therefore it re- 
mains empty. This minister was 
one of the small circle who first 
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signed the constitution of the 
Massachusetts Missionary Soci - 
ety. He then saw, by faith, the 
present and future splendor of 


this Society, gladdening the ' 


hearts of thousands, who, but for 
this labor of love, would have 
been descending rapidly into 
heathenism. For a number of 
years, however, it has been im- 
practicable for him to pay his 
annual tax to that institution. He 
was among those, who first advo- 
cated the publishing of the Maga- 
zine, and has ever been deeply 
concerned to have that publica- 
tion, in some form, live; yea, 
more than live, become great, 
emphatically good, and enlight- 
ening multitudes. But he has 
not been able for a number of 
years to meet the most reasona- 
ble demands of the Editors; and, 
of course, at times has not been 
a subscriber. Thus he is pressed 
onevery hand; teased and threat- 


ened by his creditors; distracted | 


how to meet the daily wants of 
his family; half-unmanned, or 
more, with respect to the duties 
of his sacred office; halting be- 
tween different opinions as to the 
course he ought to pursue; afraid 
to preach to his people that part 


need, namely, the duty of minis- 
tering to the temporal wants of 
their teacher. 

Now, Mr. Editor, what shall 
this minister do? Shall he bring, 
about a dissolution of the sacred 
connexion between himself and 
‘he dear people of his charge, in 
the best way he can; sell, at a 
great disadvantage, the little 
property he has; redeem his 
debts; and divide the remainder, 
if there should be a remainder, 
vetween his hungry children and 
the heathen world, the inhabi- 


\ 





| 


tants of which are, at this mo- 
ment, perishing with a famine 
infinitely worse than the severest 
famine for bread? Shall he leave 
a very important stand, where, as 


\ he has reason to believe, his ser- 


vices are peculiarly needed? Or 
shall he attempt to convince 
thsose who cannot, who will not 
be: cenvinced, that ten cents and 
a half a day to each member of 
his family, paid as above stated, 
will mot furnish comfortable food 
and clothing, enable him to edu- 
cate his children reputably, and 
treat his brethren in the min- 
istry and his extensive Chris- 
tian acquaintance hospitably, and 


‘leave from twenty to fifty dollars 
‘annually, to devote to the poor, 


and to Missionary and Bible So- 
cieties? Heis pained to know 
his duty, that he may do it. 

You, Sir, have correspondents, 
who make mathematical and 
ether calculations, and state the 
voluntary tribute paid for ardent 
spirits, at theatres, for dress, &c. 
Their superior talents the writer 
would take the liberty to put in 
requisition to afford seasonable 
founsel to this minister, or to his 
people, or, if it is thought expe- 


‘dient, to both. And if, in this 
of the Gospel which they most — 


case, such able advice should be 
given, it may, with small varia- 
tions, suit many cases, and be ex- 
tensively useful. 

Should this communication be 
publashed, many ministers wil] 
be accused and condemned as its 
authors. Jor, in the country, 
those ministers generai/ly, who 
preach the unadulterated doc- 
trines for which the Apostles 
laid down their lives, are under 
absolute necessity to attc:nd to 
secular pursuits; even to the 
neglect of the infinitely moi ven- 
tous duties of their sacred ot, {ce. 
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The present is confessedly one 
of the most eventful periods the 
Church ever saw; a period big 
with most astonishing revolu- 
tions, which convulse the civili- 
zed world to its centre; and every 
event has an important bearing 
on the interests of Zion. At 
this crisis, so eventful, must the 
few watchmen on the wallg of 
Zion, who are faithful to thd e- 
hovah of Israel, and to pregious 
souls, be driven from their avatch 
to earn their bread by thé labor 
of their hands? God ” forbid. 
Must the watchman quit the 
watch tower, at the moment 
when the unclean spirits are 
arranging, organizing, and ani- 
mating the unnumbered legions 
of Gog to attack the holy city? 
and when false teachers swarm 
on every side, and are so expert 
in the arts of deception, that, 
were it possible, they would de- 
ceive the very elect? 
present time ministers peculiar- 


ly need to be furnished with , 


every possible source of informa- 
tion. They ought to have time, 
and advantages, to read, and 
study, as well as hearts to labor 


At the, 


: 
} 


in their ministry, and pray, more | 


than ever. If they were able to 
devote all their strength to the 
peculiar duties of their office, 
and to set the example, (and a 
noble one,) of contributing to the 
necessities of the heathen, of the 
Jews, and of Christians, in the 
east, there would soon be no 
want of money to carry into 
effect the sublime plans conceiv- 
ed by the Hornes and the Bu- 
chanans of the day. 
D. C. 


P. S. The writer cheerfully 
submits the foregoing produc- 
tloy to the Editor of the Pano- 


plist, to be published in whole, 
or in part, or with amendments, 
or to be rejected altogether, at 


disctetion; not expecting any 


' . 
ackuowledgments, apologies, or 
reasons, whatever.* 


ON SAVING FOR THE MISSIONARY 
CAUSE. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sik, 


With great pleasure I have 
observed the increasing zeal of 
the Christian community in pro- 
moting the missionary cause. 
Of late this zeal has been aston- 
ishing. It has been my earnest 
desire to do something to favor 
this blessed cause, besides mere- 
ly wishing it success. But how 
I should do it, I found it difficult 
to contrive. Jama plain manin 
a countfy town, with a wife, anda 
large family of children. Though 
I feel myself rich and happy in 
these, I am in very moderate 
worldly circumstances. My diffi- 
culty has been, haw I could 
afford any thing from that prop- 
erty, which has been just sufii- 
cient to support my family. It 
has been grievous to me to think 
of doing nothing in so good a 
Cause; and yet it has seemed 
almost impossible for me to spare 
even a few dollars without injury 
to my own household. I have 
finally had a serious conversa- 
tion on the subject with my wifes 
whose heart feels as much for 


*After receiving such full power, 
perhaps it ouglit to be stated, that 
only afew alterations have been made 
in the communication of D. C., and 
they were of small consequence, !* 
lating, principally, to the phraseolog). 


~ 
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the poor heathen as mine does. 
We have finally hit upon a me- 
thod, which I am more and more 
pkeased with, the more I think of 
it; and if you think it will do any 
good, you have my consent to 
publish it—--You must know, 
then, that it is the practice in 
country towns, even among peo- 
ple as poor as i am, to have a 
great variety of things on the 
tea table, especially when they 
have company. I believe they 
are almost as extravagant at teéa, 
as your rich people in seaports 
are at dinner. We have resolved 
to save from the tea table for the 
help of missionaries. Truly, Sir, 
we find we can spare half the 
dainties, commonly set upon the 
table, to the benefit of our health; 
and at the same time avoid much 
of the labor and inconvenience 
of preparing for company. If we 
keep close to our plan we can 
afford at least five dollars a year 
for the support of missions, be- 
sides doing some good in other 
ways. 
thought a little singular; and 


perhaps our visitants will think} 


we have grown covetous. ButI' 
mean to be honest with them, and 
tell them my motive. Perhaps 
they will some of them take the 
hint, and do likewise. But what- 
ever they do; we are fixed. And 
though we don’t mean to censure 
others severely; we do mean to 
set an example, which may be 
safely followed. And if others 
refuse to follow it; I think we 
shall have the advantage over 
them in two or three respects. 
First; we shall have better health; 
and shall probably reduce the 


doctor’s bill one third. Secondly; 
We shall have the bappiness of 
doing good; which is infinitely 
above the pleasyse“of a feast. 


Death of the Rev. Mr. Spencer. 
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Thirdly; we shall have joy in re- 
membering what we have done 
at the judgment day. 

I am, Sir, your friend and 
humble servant, M. A. 


Essex, Feb. 15, 1812. 


P. S. I forgot to tell you, that 
we have determined to add still 
more to‘our charitable treasure, 
by leaving off several articles of 
finery, which we have put upon 
our children, and which have 
never done them any good at all, 
but to make them proud and un- 
governabie. I should add some- 
thing about spirituous liquors; 
but I desire to be thankful we 
left off using them, except for 
medicine, some time ago, and 
have found the benefit in many 
ways. 


DEATH OF THE REV. 
CER. 


To the Editor of the Panopilist. 


MR. SPEN- 


I suppose we shall bej sir, 


I enclose an account of a young 
minister’s death, which I received 
last week in a letter from my sister 
in the neighborhood of London, If 
you think it worth placing in your ex- 
cellent periodical publication, it is 
yery much at your service. G. J. 


“TI believe, my dear brother, 
you recollect my mentioning to 
you, before you left England, the 
Rev. Mr. Spencer, late of Hox- 
ton Academy, as a young man of 
the most popular talents, and re- 
markably engaged in winning 
souls to Christ. He preached 
with great acceptance at the Rey. 
Rowland Hill’s Chapel and most 
of the Evangelical Meeting 
Houses in and nearLondon. In 
January last, he hada unanimous 
call to the church of Christ 
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amongst the Independents at 
Liverpool. The congregation in 
a very short time so much in- 
creased, that hundreds could not 
get in. The Society agreed to 
build him a new Meeting House 
that would contain two thousand 
persons; and he laid the first 
stone in April last, in the pres- 
ence of five thousand spectators. 
“He was ordained in June, and 
crowds were pressing to hear 
him-frem Sabbath to Sabbath, 
but that God, a 
**Who moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform,” 
Saw proper to remove him in a 
moment. On the first Sabbath 
in August the services of the 
day had been remarkably solemn 
awd impressive, and the ordi- 
nance of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered. 


Christi¢:n Communion. Fez. 


“On the Monday alter, he went, 
but writh some reluctance, to 
bathe., thinking it might invigo. 
rate E.is nerves for study; but as 
soon as he went into the water, 
he gunk, never to rise more, 
The body was not found unti| 
fifty minutes afterwards. The 
respect paid to his memory a 
his funeral, was such as has not 
been shewn since that of Lord 
Nelson. It was supposed that 
not less than (thirty thousand 
spectators were present to see 
the procession. 

“Fhis circumstance is one of 
those mysterious dispensations, 
that will never be unfolded in 
the present world; but it becomes 
us to bow with submission, 
knowing that the Judge of all the 
earth must do right.” 


REVIEW. 


XXVIII. Watts on Christian 
Communion. 


(Continued from p. 323. ) 


Tue first question which our 
author considers is this: 


‘What is Christian Communion? 
And what are the general and agreed 
terms of it?” 


After a few brief observations 
on Christian communion, as that 
fellowship which Christians have 
with God the Father, with Christ, 
and with one another, especially 
in the public’ ordinances of wor- 
ship, he proceeds to inquire into 
the general terms of it. Here the 
author barely states, though very 
perspicuously and impressively, 
the same views, which President 
Edwards, with great variety and 


irresistible force of argument, 
labors to defend, in his piece on 
the same subject. The reforn- 
ed churches in general have 
agreed with these authors in 
this position; that a credible pfrro- 
Session of real Christianity is the 
term of communion with Chris- 
tians. , 


*‘As in order to hold an inward 
and spiritual communion with Christ 
and his people, we must be sincere 
believers, or real Christians; so every 
person seeking visible communion 
with the church of Christ should sat- 
isfy his own conscience with nothing 
short of real Christianity: But Chris- 
tians and churches not being able to 
search the heart as Christ and con- 
science can, the term of our visible 
communion with Christians is a cre¢- 
ible profession of real Christianity, 
or a professed subjection to the Gos- 
pel of Christ, as the apostle express¢* 
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it, 2 Cor. ix, 13, that is, such an out- 
ward profession of inward and hearty 
Christianity, as gives just and credi- 
ble evidence that this profession is 
sincere, aid that the person thus 
professing is a hearty Christian: 
Rom. x, 9, 10. Jf thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord $esus, and 
shalt believe in thy heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart man bes 
lieveth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion. If a man profess Christianity 
in any manner or form of profession 
soever, and yet make it plainly and 
openly appear by other parts of his 
conduct, that his profession is not 
sincere and hearty, he has no right 
to salvation according to this text, 
and has always been deemed unwer- 
thy of Christian communion in all the 
Scripture history, and in the best and 
purest ages of the Church. Those that 
profess they know God, but in works deny 
him are to be accounted abominable 
amongst all Christians, ‘Tit. i, 17. 
“It is not therefore real and in. 
ward Christianity in the heart that 
can give any man a right to commun. 
ion in outward ordinances, unless it 
be professed in a credible manner to 


-the world; nor can the want of such 


real and inward religion exclude any 
person from communion while he 
makes such a credible profession, for 
as God only is the Judge of hearts,and 
not man, we must act according to 
outward appearances: There will be 
hypocrites in the Church of Christ in 
this world, and there is no help for it: 
The wheat and tares will grow to- 
gether in the same field till the time 
of harvest. The day of judgment is 
the only time to decide the matter 
completely, and distinguish hypo- 
crites for ever from real Christians; 
and therefore all that have the credi- 
ble form and appearance of Christian- 
ity must be admitted intothe Church 
of Christ on earth. 

“This is the common sentiment 
and practice of all the reformed 
churches, that a credible profession 
is the general term of communion, 
though they differ about some par- 
ticular circumstances of this profes- 
sion that go to make up the credibil- 
ity of it. These things are so gener- 


Vou. 1V. New Series. 


ally acknowledged by the most and 
best of the writers of our day, that I 
shall not stay here to prove them.” 
pp. 5, 6. 


We do indeed consider this 
point as so plain, that it hardly 
needs any labored proof; and yet 
so important, that the proof of it 
can hardly be labored too much. 
The most plausible arguments 
in support of the more lax and 
easy method of admission into 
the Church have been drawn 
from the practice, under the for- 
mer dispensation, of admitting 
the whole or the greater fart of 
the nation into covenant with 
God, and from the connexion of 
baptized children with the Church. 
As to the former, it must be ev- 
ident on the least reflection, that 
the practice of so irregular and 
corrufit a nation, as that of the 
Israelites, cannot be relied ufion, 
as a just exposition of the nature 
of the religious erdinances which 
were given them. Qn the con- 
trary, it plainly appears, that in 
various respects, even where 
some external regard was shown 
to the Divine institution, they 
deviated so essentially from its 
genuine spirit, as to incur the 
displeasure of God, which was 
expressly made known by the 
severest reproofs of his prophets, 
The proper, and, so far as this 
subject is concerned, the only 
questions are, What was the na- 
ture of the church of God under 
the former dispensation? and what 
qualifications were requisite to 
membership: according to the Di- 
vine prescription?’ Here it will 
be found, that entering into cov- 
enant with God, and attending 
Divine ordinances, according to 
the principles of the ancient 
economy, always implied cir- 
cumcision of heart, real obedtence, 
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or, in one word, Aoliness. If men 
covenanted with God, and at- 
tended Divine ordinances with- 
out this, it was their fault. But 
surely their hypocritical observ- 
ances, so frequently and point- 
edly reprobated by the prophcts 
of God, cannot be pleaded, as 
precedents, to justify the same 
hypocrisy at the present day. If 
the priests, to whom the admin- 
istration of religion was intrust- 
ed, were negligent or unfaithful; 
was their negligence, or unfaith- 
fulness, an example worthy to be 
followed? So far from it, that it 
was highly criminal; and yet 
much less criminal, than similar 
negligence or unfaithfulness, un- 
der the superior light and ad- 
vantages of the Christian dis- 
pensation. 

The other principal topic of 
argument against the strictness 
which we plead for, is the rela- 
tion in which bafitized children 
are considered as standing to the 
Church. To discuss this subject 
minutely falls not within our 
province. Our present design, 
however, requires us to make 
one remark, the truth and perti- 
nence of which will, we think, 
be quite obvious. The remark 
is this; that the peculiar advan- 
tage and bouefite ef Christian 
baptism in infancy, and of the 
Christian education connected 
with it, cannot in any view, di- 
minish men’s obligations to holi- 
ness, or give them a title to adult 
membership in the Church upfion 
lower terms, than those which are 
prescribed for ethers. The gen- 
eral principle then holds good, 
that, as the Searcher of hearts 
absolutely, and under the high- 
est sanctions, requires of all 
men evangelical holiness, and 
receives none as members of 


his kingdom without it; so 4 
credible profession or manifest. 
ation of this, is the only condj- 
tion on which any church of 
Christ can admit persons to its 
holy communion. 

_Honestly entertaining these 
views, we cannot but tremble 
for the safety of the Church, 
when we sce upon what lax 
principles men are often admit- 
ted into it. And if we would show 
ourselves friends to its purity and 
prosperity, we must labor toin. 
crease the vigilance and caution 
of those, who are set to keep the 
door of entrance. No society on 
earth can be preserved from dis- 
order, or even from the danger 
of dissolution, whose members 
are received promiscuously, and 
without attention to their quali- 
fications. The man, who came 
in the night and sowed tares in 
the field among the wheat, was 
by the owner of the field pro- 
nounced an enemy. And with 
good reason. It was the work 
of anenemy. Nor can the ad- 
versaries of the Church adopt 
any measure more hostile in its 
nature, and involving in its ope- 
ration more certain, or more 
desolating mischief, than to low- 
er down, as Dr. Bell has done,* 
the sanctity of the Christian pro- 
fession, and demolish the bar- 
riers, which separate the king- 
dom of God from the world. 
What city or nation could even 
hope to stand, which should 
invite and receive into its 
borders an invincible host, that 
disliked its laws and all its 
most useful institutions, and 
were resolved to establish a new 
government upon the ruins of the 


* William Bell, D.D. in his “In- 
quiry into the authority, nature, and 
design of the Lord’s Supper.” 
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old? When we open our eyes 
upon that body of men in Chris- 
sendom, which is called the 
Church, and survey, with every 
allowance that candor can sug- 
est, What is visible in the char- 
acters of its members, do we not 
find at once the principal source 
of its divisions and distractions, 
of the loss of that discipline 
which should have guarded its 
honor, and the boldness and tri- 
umph of the heresies which have 
invaded its faith? How can a 
community, constituted as the 
Church now is, be ¢tée ground 
and pillar of the truth, a garden 
enclosed, the fold of Christ, the 
heritage and habitation of God? 

We offer no apology for the 
length of our remarks on the 
first question, but the import- 
ance of the subject which it in- 
troduces. 

To the second question, * Who 
are the proper judges of the cred- 
ibility of our profession?’ the au- 
thor gives substantially the fol- 
lowing answer; which is printed 
as if quoted from him, though it 
is only a summary of what he 
has written. 

‘Jesus Christ in his word is the 
Supreme Judge of what is truth and 
what is duty; what sort of persons 
sould be admitted to Christian com- 
munion, and who should be forbidden. 
But as he does not apply his own 
rules to particular persons; it must 
of necessity be left to some man or 
men to determine whether particular 
persons have those characters of wor- 
thy communicants, which Christ has 
appointed in his word.” 

_ “Every man must use his own best 
judgment to determine whether he 
has complied with the terms of sal- 
vation, and whether it is proper to 
propose himself to Christian com- 
Munion, But ne man must deter- 
min: for himself, whether he shall 
be received by others and partake 
of their sacred privileges. No man 
‘an impose himself en a church, 
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merely because he thinks himself 
qualified, Such a license as this 
would throw down the fences of the 
garden of Christ, and reduce it to a 
wilderness. If then a credible pro- 
fession of Christianity be the appoint. 
ed term of communion, there must 
be some present judges of the credi- 
bility of this profession. And whoa 
can be so proper judges as those, 
with whom communion is desired? 
As a person must judge for himself 
whether he will offer himself to a 
articular church;* that church must 
judge whether he is fit to be received 
as one of their number. Even the 
light of nature teaches, that every 
voluntary society must determine 
who shall be members and enjoy 
fellowship with them in their pecul- 
iar privileges.” 

‘It must indeed be confessed, 
that the Church, though a voluntary 
society, professes subjection to @ 
Sovereign, who has given them arule, 
according to which they are bound 
to admit persons to their communion, 
Siillthe church, who are called to be 
active in this affair, must judge con- 
cerning the true sense and just ap- 
plication of this rule to particular 
cases. The society ought surely to 
have the same liberty with the person 
proposed; and if he has liberty to 
judge whether he will seek commun. 
ion with them; they ought to have 
liberty to judge whether they will re- 
ceive him. They must each judge of 
the sense of scripture rules, so far as 
relates to their own actions.” 

‘‘Considering the difficulty as well 
as importance of this business; it is 
abundantly convenient, if not neces. 
sary, to commit the first and special, 
though not exclusive care of it to 
men of superior knowledge in the 
things of God and in human nature: 
qualified with due zeal for the honor 
and purity of the church, with great 
tenderness, and compassion, meek- 
ness, condescension, and charity; 
that if possible, they may not give 
occasion to the church to exclude 
any of the sheep of Christ from the 
visible fold, nor admit unclean ani- 
mals into the flock.” » 


In answering some. difficult 
questions respecting divisions 





ad 








420 Review of Watts on Christian Communion. Fez, 


which may arise on this subject ‘Thirdly, Such a blameless and 
between a minister and his holy practice in life, as may make 
church, or between different = Pa = a ee 
| common judgment of Men, to 
: parts of the church, Dr, Watts, the sincere fre of the heart. > 
| at the close of this chapter,shows — «Note, under the first head, I say, 
his characteristic candor and a confession of all the necessary arti. 
| prudence in an amiable point of cles of Christian religion, rather than 
) light. the Christian faith, that I may plain. 
| “Quest. 3. What are the particular ly include the practical articles of re. 
terms of Christian Communion? Or, pentance and new obedience, &c, as 
| what things are necessary to make well as the doctrinal Paso 
the profession of Chrtstianity credible? ‘Reason and revelation, nature and 
“Sec. 1. Having inquired who are Scripture, seem to make these three 
the nersons that must judge of the things necessary to a credible profes. 
credibility of our profession in order *!0” of Christianity. 
to Christian Communion, we proceed For if a man makes never so fair 
next to inquire, What things go to 20 4Pppearance of Christian duties in 
make up a credible profession; and is practice, yet if in words he re- 
we must take great care in this mat- fuse to profess the Christian faith, or 
ter not to make new terms and con- ‘ey any necessary doctrine or duty 


\ ditions of our own, which Christ the Of it» he is not worthy of Christian 
} Lord and King of his church has not COMmMunion. ; 
| made; nor to insist upon any thing as Or if a man give never so good an 


necessary torendera profession cred- 2Ccount of his knowledge and belief 

ible, which may not be fairly deduced Ff all the articles of the Christian re. 

a from the rules and examples recorded ligion, and his moral conversation 

in the New Testament, and the ap- and carriage towards men, has been 

plication of them to our present age, 8¢Nerally blameless in the eye of the 
according to the different circum- world; yet if he utterly refuse to de- 
stances of times, places, and persons. clare his sincere intention to prac- 

“It must be granted that there are ‘!S€ 2MY of the plain-and necessary 
| several parts of necessary conduct in ‘uties of the Christian religion, he 

a Christian churches and sacred ordi- ©#?n0t be accounted worthy of Chiris- 

! nantes, that arise from the very nae ‘9 Communion. 

{ ture and reason of things, from the “Or if his words make never s0 
very being of societies, and from the full a confession of all the doctrines 
circumstances of all human affairs; 274 duties of Christianity, and pro- 
and we must not expect that all these fess a sincere belief of and submission 
should be dictated by Divine revela- ‘© them, yet if in his constant prac- 
tion, and written down with all their ‘ce he be a liar, an adulterer, » 
minute particulars in express words @runkard, a known cheat, or a robber, 
of Scripture.” pp. 23, 24. &c. his wicked practice makes his 

ee: : profession incredible, he is not wor- 
After a diligent search into thy of Christian communion.” pp. 

' the holy Scriptures, and careful 25, 26. 
observation of Christian church- Our author then delivers his 
es; the author thinks these three thoughts more fully on the three 


things necessary, at least in our particulars, which make up the 


times, to make a profession of credibility of a profession. 
Christianity sufficiently credible  “*¥#rst, a confession of all the ne- 
for Christian communion, viz. cessary articles of Christian religion, 
Fa ' includes in it those articles that «re 
First, A confession of all the ne- necessary to salvation, and those that 
cessary articles of Christian religion. are necessary to maintain and prac: 
‘Secondly, A professed subjection tise this communion; which two aré 
: - the necessary rules of Christian certainly different from each other.” 
duty. p. 26. 
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“Secondly, a professed subjection 
to all the necessary rules of Christian 
duty, includes in it not only those du- 
ties that are necessary to salvation, 
but those duties also that are neces- 
sary to practise Christian communion. 

“The first sort of Christian duties 
are those that are necessary to salva- 
tion, such as the fear, love, and wor- 
ship of God; faith, love, and obedi- 
ence towards our Lord Jesus Christ; 
repentance of sin, and an humble 
trust or hope in the promises of the 
Gospel, as shall be shewn at large 
under the seventh question. Now 
this profession does not signify a 
mere engagement or promise here- 
after to fulfil these duties, but also 
a profession that we have begun to 
practise them already; for we are not 
received into a church in order to 
receive Jesus Christ the Lord, but 
upon a credible profession that we 
have received Jesus Christ already, 
Rom. xv, 7- Heceive ye one another as 
Christ has received us.» We must have 
therefore some evidence and hope 
that we have received Christ in ail 
his necessary offices, as our Lord 
and Savior, and consequently that he 
has received us, before we should 
propose ourselves to be received by 
any visible church. 

“Now if a men professes repent- 
ance,it implies that he has been made 
sensible of sin,that he has been taught 
the evil of it, that he mourns for what 
is past, and is daily watching against 
it. If a man profess faith in Christ 
as a propitiation and atonement, it 
implies that he is acquainted with 
his guilt in the sight of God, that he 
is in danger of Divine wrath, and 
that he is not able to make atonement 
for his own sins, and therefore he 
flies for refuge to Jesus Christ, that 
he may obtain peace with God. If 
he professes a hope of heaven, it im- 
plies in it that he is endeavoring to 
prepare for this heaven, for every man 
that hath this hope purifieth himself. 
It he professes to take Christ for his 
example, it implies a desire and at- 
tempt to imitate our blessed Lord in 
self-denial, patience, zeal, &c. 

“In order to make this profession 
of our faith, and hope credible, it is 
‘he custom of some churches to re- 


quire no more than the person’s own 
general profession that he does be- 
heve and repent and hope, as in Acts 
viii, 37, ZT believe, Ge. Itis the cus- 
tom of other churches te desire alse 
some further evidences of the truth 
of his faith, hope, and repentance, by 
a more particular account of some of 
those things which are implied in 
the exercise of those graces; and this 
has been usually called, though not 
properly, the rendering a reason of the 
hope that is in him, 1 Pet. ii, 15.” 
pp. 27, 28. 

‘‘Every church must judge for it- 
self how large, or how narrow, how 
general or how particular,a profession 
of Christianity must be, in order to 
render it credible to themselves; yet 
let each church take heed that they 
make not the door of admission larg- 
er or straiter than Christ has made it. 

‘‘The second sort of Christian du- 
ties are those that are necessary to 
practise Christian communion, (es- 
pecially if constant communion be de- 
sired) such as, to meet at the same 
time, and in the same place with 
some church of Christ to perform 
Christian worship with them there, 


to agree to the general methods of 


worship, the customs, order, and dis- 
cipline that are practised in that 
church, so far as they can find them 
agreeable to the will of Christ in his 
word, or so far as they are necessary 
to maintain the being, order, and 
peace of all religious societies. This 
is so much, and so plainly implied in 
the very nature of communion or fel- 
lowship, that it is always supposed 
to be consented to, even where it is 
not expressly mentioned.” p. 29. 

**The third thing that goes to make 
up the credibility of our profession, 
is such a blameless and holy practice 
in life, as may make the profession of 
the lips appear, in the common judg- 
ment of men, to be the sincere sense 
of the heart.” p. 30. 

“Objection, But why must there 
be so many things required to make 
a profession of Christianity credible 
in our day, beyond what was requir- 
ed in the primitive times? Then they 
only confessed Christ to be the Mes- 
siah, the Son of God, or that he was 
raised from the dead, in order to bap- 
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tism and admission into the church.” 
p. 34. 

“Answer 1. The account that the 
Scripture gives of these transactions 
is very short, yet sufficient to inform 
us that there was more discourse on 
both sides, in order to the baptizing 
their converts, than is expressly 
written down; for even the corfes- 
sions that Lydia and the Jailor made 
are not written, but it is said in gen- 
eral, they believed; therefure we are 
not to take it for granted there was 
nothing else required, because the 
Scripture in those places mentions no 
more than a word or two of short 
confession. 

*“‘Answ. 2. In several places where 
such transactions are recorded in 
Scripture, there is no mention of 
their works or conversation at all; 
and surely no minister or church 
in our day would imagine, that a 
mere confession, that Jesus is the 
Christ, without any further inquiry 
either after knowledge, faith, or 
works, is sufficient ground for ad- 
mission into sacred ordinances; for 
then we must take in almost whole 
nations. Besides, if a man did make 
such a profession, that Christ was 
the Son of God, and his conversation 
were blameless to outward appear- 
ance; yet who of our ministers or 
which of our churches would receive 
him without some further inguiry in- 
to his knowledge of God, an1 Christ, 
and the Gospel? Therefore it is suffi- 
ciently plain, by the acknowledg- 
ment and practice of those who 
make this objection, that they them- 
selves do not think it necessary to 
confine their inquiries only to such a 
single sentence of profession as the 
scripture history expresses, and seek 
no further. 

‘‘Answ. 3, Itis sufficiently evident 
to me, that the fundamental or neces- 
sary articles ef religion are not the 
same in all ages and places; but more 
or less knowledge is necessary, in 
order to salvation, according to the 
degrees of Divine Revelation in sev- 
eral nations or ages. The belief of 
the crucifixion and resurrection of 
Christ was not a fundamental in 
Christ’s own life time.” pp. 34 
—36, . 
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“So in the very first promulgation 
of the Gospel, before Judaism was 
quite destroyed, the apostles them. 
sctves had not so full a knowledge of 
Ciiristianity as they afterwards, by 
d- grees, received from the instruc. 
tions of the blessed Spirit. Many 
passages of Scripture discover this, 
as Acts x, and xv; and Gal. il, &. 
At this time there was scarce any 
thing of the New Testament written; 
and though the evidences of the 
Christian religion were great, yet 
the opportunities of a large and ex. 
tensive knowledge were exceeding 
few and small among the common 
converts if compared with our age.” 
p- 36. . 

‘‘Answ. 4. If the essentials of 
any doctrine were perfectly the same 
in all ages, yet the credibility of its 
profession is exceeding different, ac- 
cording to different circumstances of 
time, place, and persons. Where 
hardships and sufferings attend the 
professors of any religion, a very 
slight profession of it will persuade 
me that a man understands it, and is 
very sincere in it; because he exposes 
himself to suffering by this means; 
But where there is full liberty given, 
or especially if external advantages 
attend it, there every one will be 
ready to profess, though he has little 
knowledge or sincerity. * 

‘‘Those first times of the Gospel, 
were times of reproach and persecu- 
tion; the sect of Christians was every 
where spoken aguinst, and death and 
dangers attended it on all sides. 
Now to confess the name of Christ 
amidst the reproaches of the world, 
against the opposition of the wise 
and the foolish, the Jews and the 
Greeks, the threatening of kings, and 
violence of the people, was a more 
powerful and evident proof of the 
truth of their faith, than if they bad 
made long speeches, and had the tes- 
timony of a continued blameless con- 
versation in a land and age of Cliris- 
tians. Surely that confession, which 
was sufficient for martyrdom, if their 
enemies knew it; must be sufficient 
for communion, when made know? 
tothe church. But in our age 2 
nation where Christianity is the pro 
fession of the time and the country, 
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4 mere acknowledgment of the name, 
or death and resurrection of Christ, 
:; not sufficient to prove us knowing 
or sincere Christians; and . there 
ought to be so much larger a confes- 
sion, and so many more credible cir- 
cumstances attending it, before we 
can reasonably, or upon just grounds, 
believe a man to be a true Christian. 
All these requirements which I have 
before mentioned being put together, 
do not amount to so credible a pro- 
fession, as for a man to say boldly 
this one sentence, I am a Christian, 
in the face of death and martyrdom. 

Answ. 5. I might add also in the 
last place, that a great number of the 
conversions of the primitive Chris- 
tians were so sudden and surprising 
by the extraordinary effusion of the 
Holy Spirit, that the very miracle of 
their conversion did sufficiently an- 
swer the end of a large and particu- 
jar confession, The work of God on 
the souls of men was sometimes in 
an instant, and they were made be- 
lievers out of unbelievers, at once; 
the Spirit fell on them while they 
heard the word; and when they who 
just before professed Judaism or 
Heathenism, and neither knew nor 
loved Jesus Christ, confessed his 
name and his religion at ence; the 
wonderful change was evident to all, 
.and they had no long accounts to 
give either of their faith or conver- 


sion, their knowledge or conversa- 
tion; nor was it required, because 
the miracle itself made their profes- 
sion sufficiently credible. Besides, 
spiritual gifts were conferred on mul- 
titudes in that day as soon as they 
were converted, and gave sufficient 
evidence for acceptance unto bap- 
tism, as Acts x, 44, 46, 47: While 
Peter yet spake these words, the Holy 
Ghost fell on all them which heard 
the word. For they heard them speak 
with tongues and magnify God. Then 
answered Peter, can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptize 
ed, which have received the Holy Ghost 
as well as we? 

**He that well considers all these 
things, and sets the affairs of the 
primitive times in a due light, and 
thus compares them with our own, 
will see plainly that something more 
is necessary to make a profession of 
Christianity credible in our day, than 
was needful in the first age of the 
Church. And yet still we may be 
said to follow the rules and exam- 
ples of Scripture, while we require 
nothing more in order to communion 
than what is necessary to make our 
profession credible; for so much as 
this has been always required even 
in scripture times, and the word of 
God and the very nature of things 
seem to demand it.” = pp. 37—39. 

( To be continued.) 
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( Continued from fi. 378.) 


Tue distribution of the Scriptures 
is the next subject for report, in the 
order of arrangement. Under this 
head your Committee include, as 
usual, not only donations, but sup- 
plies of the Bible and New Testa- 
ment, by the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, to other associations and 
individuals at the cost, or reduced 
Prices, and principally four the ac- 
‘ommodation of the poorer classes 
and individuals, 


Copies of the Scriptures, either in 


whole or in part, and in various lan. 
guages, exclusively of those mention- 
ed in the former part of the Report, 
have been sent abroad as follows: 


In America. 

To St. Mary’s Fall, Upper Canada. 

To New York, for distribution by 
the Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society, under the patronage of Bish- 
op Moore. ‘ 

To a Welsh Colony at Grantham 
Lincoln, in Upper Cana@a.  — 
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To Quebec, Nova Scotia, and La- 
brador. 

To a Cummittee in the connexion 
of the late Rev. John Wesley, for dis- 
tribution in the West Indies and 
Newfoundland. 


In Africa. 

To the Society for Missions to Af- 
rica and the East, for distribution at 
Sierra Leone and Bashia. 

To the Cape of Good Hope, for the 
British soldiers and poor inhabit- 
ants, and for various parts of South- 
ern Africa. 

To Senegal and Goree, for the use 
of the inhabitants and garrison. 


In Europe. 

To Waldbach, in Alsace. 

To Germany, fordistribution among 
Roman Catholics. 

To Lisbon. 

To Messina and Palermo, in Sicily. 

To Malta. 

To Guernsey and Alderney. 

To the Morea. 

AND 

To the Island of Ceylon, in the East 
Indies; and to Port Jackson in New 
South Wales. 


At Home. 

To the Female Penitentiary at Ply- 
mouth. 

To the London Female Penitentia- 
ry. 
To the Prisoners of war at the sev- 
eral Depots; and particularly to those 
who have returned to France in the 
Cartels, in order that they might con- 
vey them to their respective families 
and connexions. 

To poor Danes. 

To Falmouth, for the Crews of the 
Post Office Packets. 

To the poor Miners in Cornwall. 

To the poor in Hospitals at Bath. 

Tothe poor in Workhouses and 
Parishes connected with the Ux- 
bridge Auxiliary Society. 

To the Kendal Bible Society, for 
the Poor, and School of Industry. 

To the Sunderland Bible Society, 
in consideration of the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of that district. 

To the Hibernian Societies in Lon- 
don and DuBlin. 

To poor Germans at Hull. 


To sundry Workhouses and Gaols. 

To various Military and Naval Sta. 
tions, for sale at reduced prices, to 
the Soldiers and Sailors. 


The preceding enumeration, which 
might be more detailed, will suff. 
ciently demonstrate the attention of 
your Committee to the accommoda. 
tion of individuals with the Holy 
Scriptures. The total distribution 
under the stated heads, may be esti. 
mated at not less than 4,000 Bible; 
and 20,000 Testaments; and, further, 
an order has been sent to Stockholm 
for the purchase of 1,000 Swedish 
and Finnish Testaments for the use 
of the Swedish Seamen employed in 
the British service. 

The Members of the Society will 
learn, with pleasure, that its benevo. 
lence has been gratefully acknowl. 
edged, nor are instances wanting of 
the most pleasing effects produced 
by it. 

Among others, Prisoners of Wz 
have expressed the liveliest gratitude 
for the Bibles and Testaments distri. 
buted to them. 

The warmest acknowledgments 
have been received from various Min- 
isters among the Hottentots, fora 
seasonable supply of the Dutch Scrip- 
tures, which could not otherwise 
have been procured; accompanied }y 
information, that several of the Hot- 
tentots can read very well, and ar 


sensible of the obligations thus con | 


ferred upon them. For the attention 
paid by the Committee to the wants 
of the settlers at Van Dieman’s Lav, 
they have received the thanks of the 
late Governor Collins. 

The Portuguese Testaments, sev 
to Lisbon, have been circulated with 
great rapidity there, and are repre: 
sented as held in high estimation > 
persons of all ranks. 

The same success has attended the 
distribution of Italian Testaments * 
Malta and Messina, and differes 
other places in the Mediterranean. 

At Messina it was at first opposed, 
on the ground of some objections © 
the translation. These object 
were referred to a meeting, at whic? 
the Bishop presided, to the exam™ 
tion of several of the most lease? 
among the Clergy; and the res& 
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was so favorable, that the Bishop 
not only permitted the Italian Vesta- 
ments to be retained by those who 
had received them, and from whom 
they had been at first demanded, but 
allowed the further distribution of 
them, under such restrictions as 
were not likely to interfere with the 
the general circulation. Some copies 
have been sent from Maltato (repo. 
lezza, a town in the Morea, and have 
been cordially accepted. 

Of the disposition of the Roman 
Catholics to receive the Scriptures, 
other instances might be quoted, 
‘They have been gratefully accepted 
by the Priests of that persuasion in 
South America, and by many Roman 
Catholics in Germany, Switzerland, 
and France. Your Committee have 
anxiously availed themselves of any 
indication ef such disposition to af- 
ford the Members of that communion 
the benefit df the Institution, and 
have even, in many Cases, anticipa- 
ted it. 

The Gospel of St. John, published 
inthe Esquimaux language for the 
inhabitants of Labrador, has reached 
its destination, and has proved a 
most acceptable present. Their 
thanks for this precious gift, have 
been conveyed to the Society, by the 
Rev. Benjamin Kohlimeister, and 
other Ministers of the United Breth- 
ren associated with him, who have 
also translated the Gospel of St. 
Luke, the Acts of the Apostles, and 
the Epistle to the Romans. 

Your Committee have also receiv- 
ed the most gratifying testimonies of 
the beneficial effects among the Ne- 
groes inthe West Indian islands of 
Barbadoes, Antigua, and St. Kitts, 


from the copies of the Scriptures-fur- 


nished by the Society. 

Their Correspondent states, that 
many of the Negrves steal time from 
their rest to learn to read, that they 
may be able to read the Scriptures; 
while others, who have acquired this 
talent spend many an hour in the 
hight, in exercising themselves in 
reading (to use the simple language 
of the relator) ‘the inmost blessed of 
all books.” Such testimonies afiord 
the most gratifying proof of the utili- 
ty of the British ang Foreign Buble 
Society, 


Von IV. Avw Series 


Your Committee have again to re- 
peat their acknowledgments to the 
Correspondent mentioned in the last 
Report, for a continuance of that ac- 
tive zeal which has so largely contri- 
buted to extend the benefits of the 
Institution to the Army and Navy, 
aud Prisoners of War, at one of the 
principal naval stations; to whom 
with the assistance of the command- 
ing officer, who has the superintend- 
ance of the Cartels, they are indebt. 
ed for the introduction of no less than 
2,000 French Testaments into the va- 
rious families of the prisoners who 
have returned to France. This Cor- 
respondent alone has circulated 
through these several channels, dur- 
ing the last year, no less than 8,396 
Dibles and Testaments, either by sale 
or gratuitous distribution, 

i: only remains to add, under this 
head, that the grants made to Ireland 
have been gratefully acknowledged. 
By the Annual Reports received from 
the Hibervian and the Cork Bible So- 
cieties, it appears, that each of these 
institutions is advancing in patron- 
age, influence, and operation; and 
that the demand for the Scriptures 
throughout that part of the’ United 
Kingdom keeps an almost equal pace 
With the increasing circulation of 
them. 

( To be continued.) 


ORDINATION, 


OrpAtnep, on Thursday the 6th 
instant, at the Tabernacle in Salem, 
the Rev. Messrs. SaMUEL NEWELL, 
ADONIRAM]JUDSON,SAMUELNOTT, 
Gorvon Haut, and LutHErR RICE, 
to the work of the Gospel Ministry, 
as Missionaries to the heathen in 
Asia. The ordaining. Council was 
composed of the pastors of the north 
Congregational church in Newbury- 
port, the Congregational church in 
Charlestown, and the Tabernacle 
church in Salem, and delegates from 
the same churches; andof the Rev. Dr, 
Grifhin, pastor of Park Street church, 
Boston, late professor at Andover, 
and the Rey. Dr. Woods, Professor 
at Andover. The Rev. Professor 
Stuart was invited to attend; but was 
necessarily prevented, 
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The young gentlemen were exam- 
ined with respect to their doctrinal 
views, their personal hopes of the 
Divine favor, and their motives and 
prospects in affering themselves to 
this important service among the 
heathen. 

The parts in the solemnities of the 
day were as follows. The Rev. Dr. 
Griffin made the introductory prayer; 
the Rev. Dr. Woods preached the 
Sermon from Psalm Ixyii; the Rev. 
Dr. Morse made the consecrating 
prayer; the Rev. Dr. Spring deliver- 
ed the charge; the Rev. Dr. Worces- 
ter presented the right hand of fel- 
lowship; and tbe Rev. Dr. Spring 
made the concluding prayer. The 
exercises were solemn and approprt- 
ate, and evidently made a deep im- 
pression on a crowded audience. The 
Sermon, Charge, and Right Hand 
of Fellowship, are printed. A very 
large impression is struck off, and 
the profits will be applied to the sup- 
port of this mission. 

This transaction may justly be con- 
sidered as forming a new and im- 
portant era in the annals of the Amer- 
ican churches, the ERA OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. It would be natural to 
indulge in pleasing anticipations of 
the blessings, which, with the Divine 
assistance, these missionaries may be 
the means of communicating to Asia. 
But, while we leave the issue of this 
benevolent enterprise to the disposal 
of infinite wisdom, the good effects of 
these missionary exertions among our- 
selves ought to be mentioned with 
devout gratitude. Christians feel 
more sensibly than ever the value of 
their holy religion, while devoting 
their money and their time to extend 
its blessings to the heathen. Cliris- 
tians of different denominations, who 
love our Lord Sesus Christ in sixcerity, 


experience the blessedness of uniting 
in this great catholic labor of love. 

Messrs. Newell and Judson, with 
their wives, sailed from Salem in the 
brig Caravan, Capt. Heard, on Wed. 
nesday the 19th inst. amidst the 
prayers and benedictions of multi- 
tudes, whose hearts go with them, 
and who will not cease to remember 
them at the throne of grace. 

Messrs. Nott, Hall, and Rice, and 
the wife of Mr. Nott, sailed from 
Philadelphia in the ship Harmony, 
Capt. Brown, on the 18th inst. They 
and their brethren from Salem, proba- 
bly lost sight of the shores of their na- 
tive country about the same time. 
Though they never expect to return, 
they will not be forgotten, and, if 
they obtain grace to be faithful to 
their Lord and Master, their memo- 
ries will be blessed, 

It ought to be mentioned, that the 
owners of both the vessels were very 
favorable as to the terms of passage, 
and very accommodating in the whole 
business. 

The Rev. Messrs. Johns, Lawsen, 
and May, with their wives, also sailed 
inthe ship Harmony. The two former 
gentlemen are missionaries from the 
Baptist Missionary Society in Eng- 
land; the latter is sent by the London 
Missionary Society. 

We embrace this opportunity of 
correcting an error in our number 
for Sept. last, p. 187. It is there sta- 
ted that Messrs. Chater and Felix 
Carey, missionaries at Rangoon, aré 
under the care of the London Mis- 
sionary Society. It should have read, 
the Baptist Misstonary Socicty. Messrs. 
Pritchett and Bram, (the latter ol 
whom is dead,) were under the Lon- 
don Missionary Society. The mis- 
take was occasioned by inadvertence- 


LINES 


Writtest® durable ink on a cambric work-bag presented to the wife of one of tht 
young Missionaries, by her sister: 


May He, whose word the winds and waves obey, 
Convey yousafe o’er ocean’s dang’rous way, 
From ev’ry danger, ev’ry ill defend, 

Be your Support, your Father, and your Friend. 
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ON THE OTHER SIDE: 


The Christian’s God in heathen India reigns, 

Whose grace divine the feeblest heart sustains: 

That thou may’st prove his constant guardian care, 

Shall be thy sister’s ardent, duily prayer. 

Be thine the joy to hear thy Savior’s praise 

Resound from pagan fanes in Christian lays; 

And when this varying scene of life is o’er, 

O may we meet thee on that blissful shore, 

Where frieads shall never part, farewells be heard no more. 





FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETIES. 


The Officers of the Foreign Mission Society of Boston and the Vicinity, 


elected Jan. 15, 1812, are 


WicitaM Pui utps, Esq. President. 
SAMUEL Sa.isBury,. Esq. Vice President, 
Rev. Joshua HunTINGTON, Secretary. 
Jeremran Evarts, Esq. Treasurer. 
BENJAMIN GrzEEN, Esq. Auditor. 


The Officers of the Foreign Mission Society of Portland and the Vicinity, 


elected the 25th instant, are 


Hon. SAMUEL Freeman, Esq. President. 
Rev. Evwarp Payson, Vice President. 
Woonsury Srorer, jun. Esq. Secretary. 
Mr. Levi Cutrer, Treasurer. 

Mr. Joun P. TuHurston, duditor. 

Rev. Asa Lyman, PRA I 

Rev. Joshua TayLor, ey 


The Members of this Society have already subscribed $297 annually, and 


48 in donations. 


The Officers of the Foreign Mission Society of Salem and the Vicinity are, 


EBENEZER Beckrorp, Esq. Presédent. 

Rev. Rurvus AnpErsSon, of Wenham, Vice President. 
Rev. SamveL WALKER, of Danvers, Secretary. 

Mr. Joun Jenks, Treasurer. 

Mr. EL1IPHALET KIMBALL, Auditor. 


The Officers of the Piscataqua Branch of the Foreign Missionary Society are, 


His Excellency Joun Lancpon, Esq. President. 
Rev. Cuar.es Burrovcus, Secretary. 
Peyton B. Freeman, Esq. Treasurer. 


This Society was organized on the 30th ult. at which time, or soon after, 
$245 annually were subscribed, 
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DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Jan. 15, 1812. From a subscriber to the Panoplist in 


Richmond, Virginia, 10 00 
From the church in Plainfield, (Mass.) and several 
persons in the society, by the hands of Dea. Richards, 38 00 
From females in Plainfield, by the hands of Dea. 
Richards, ? 75 
Jan 15—Feb. 15. From the Foreign Missien Society of 
Bosion and the vicinity,* 1,075 17 


Feb. 6. From several gentlemen in Boston, towards the 
medical education of two of the intended Missionaries, 
received sometime since, but now entered on the Treas- 
ury books, 70 24 
The following sums have been received, and paid over, ¥ 
by Mr. Ezekiel Rich, viz. From Mary Weeks, of 





Greenland, (N. H.) S5 
From Ann Weeks $6. Ann Bracket S16— 22 
Col. George Weeks $11. Dea. John Weeks §20— ol 
George Brackett, Esq. $30. A friend to missions $50— 80 
Small sums from several persons, — - 99—167 08 
By the hands of Mr. Rich from Dea. Thomas Odi- 
| orne, of Exeter, (N. H.) 10 
i A young female friend of Missions, 10 
A female of color §5. Freeworthy Robertson $5— 1U 
Martha Poor $5. Josiah Folsom 10— 15 
Ward C. Dean $44. From several persons §$27—- 71--116 06 
i ' By the hands of Mr. Rich from the Hon. Jonathan 
Steel, of Durham, (N. H.) 5 
ty Abraham Perkins $5. Joseph Coe $5— 10 
lf Smaller sums from three persons— 10—-25 00 
| By the hands of Mr. Rich from a friend of Missions in 
Haverhill, ( Mass.) 5 00 
| ) Also from three friends of missio'rs in Northwood and 
i? | Stratham, (N.H.) and Franklin, ( Mass.) 5 50 
Feb 6—24. From seven persons in different parts of 
the country, in sums less than $5 each, 15 30 
‘S A donation from Robert Ralston, Esq. of Philadelphia, 
by the hands of Mr. Newell, 100 00 
t Donations in Haverhill, (Mass.) received by Mr. 
Newell, 50 24 
Donations by the hands of the Rev. Dr. Griffin, of 
Boston, delivered to Mr. Newell in January, 94 00 
Collections at evening lectures in Philadelphia, and 
received by Messrs. Newell and Hall in January, 60 96 
From a benevolent soc-ety of females, 70 U0 


Feb. 6—15 <A New Year offering by the ladies in Bever- 
ly, for the support of Foreign Missions, received by the 


hands of the Rev. Joseph Emerson, 150 00 
Feb. 6. Collection at the Tabernacle church, Salem, at 
the close of the ordination, 920: 20 


wwe ee 


Carried forward. $2.190 56 


“Of this sum $525 were collected in donations from Feb. 12th to the 15th in Boe 
ton, and recelved by the hands of the Rev. Dr. Griffin. 
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1812. Donations to Foreign Missions, 


Brought forwarc. 


feb. 6—10. The following sums were received by the 
hands of Mr. John Frost; Viz. 

From the Piscataqua Branch of the Foreign Mission- 
arv Society, 

From the Merrimack Branch of the Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, 

‘From a friend of missions in Portland, 

From a female professor of religion, by the hands of 
the Rev. William Jenks, Bath, (Maine, ) 

From two female protessors of religion, Biddeford, 
(Maine, ) sh 

From annual subscribers to Missions, at Saco, 
(Maine, ) 

From four friends to missions, in Saco, Hallowell, and 
Portland, 

Feb. 8. From four friends of missions in Dedham (three 
of whom gave $25each,) by the hands of the Rev. Joshua 
Bates, 

Feb. 11. A donation from Col. Micah Stone, Framing- 
ham, 

From Ebenezer Eaton, 

Rebekah Eaton $5. Betsey Eaton, $5, 

Rebekah Eaton $5, Uriah Rice $5, 

From others in Framingham, 

Feb 14. By the hands of the Rev. Samuel Osgood, 
Springfield, from four personsin his Society, 

Feb. 17. Collection in Park Street Church after sermon; 
Sabbath evening, the 16th inst. 

Collection in a small religious conference, by the 
hands of the Rev. Dr Morse, Charlestown, 

Feb. 1S—19. Donations from several persons in Charles- 
town, by the hands of the Rev. Dr. Morse, 

Feb. 19. From A. B. who was prevented attending the 
collection in Park Street Church, 

From the Hon, Joshua Darling, of Henneker, (N. H.-) 

Feb. 20. From the north parish in Bridgewater, by the 
hands of Mr. Ichabod Howard, 

Feb. 8—21. By the hands of Mr. Richard Hall, contribu. 
ted by several persons in New Ipswich, (N. H.) 

From a young lady, a friend of missions, by the hands 
of Mr. Hall, 

Feb. 21. From individuals in the Rev. Mr. Colburn’s 
Society, Taunton, 

From Henry Gray, Esy. of Boston, by the hands of 
the Rev Dr. Griffin, | 

Feb. 25. From Capt. Jeremiah Mayhew, of New Bed- 
ford $10. From two other persons $2— 

Montes received by the hands of Mr Luther Rice; viz. 

Contributions in the Rev. Dr. Austin’s Church in 
Worcester, 

From Mr. Asaph Rice, Northborough, 

From various persons in Leicester, 

By the hands of Mr. Rice from various persons in 
Paxton $7 10. In Northborough $23 50. In West- 
borough $23 50— 

From other persons in various places, 
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254 00 


20 09 
40 00 


5 00 

8 00 
23 

3 50—333 50 


77 00 
25 
25 
10 
10 
19 75—89 75 
26 00 
339 65 
40 20 
S7 14 
5 
5 
80 44 
133 87 
320 00 
16 00 
200 00 
12 00 
36 12 
50 00 


24 29-210 41 


54 10 


87 21—-91 $1 





Carried forward. $3,907 65 


$2,190 36 








n 
4 
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long known to the religious public, has given assurances 
above sum, for present use, and $1,060 towards a permanent fund. 
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Fra. 


Brought forward. $3,907 ¢ 


Contributions in New York received by Mr. Rice, 
Donations in New York received by Mr. Hall, 


Feb. 6—27. The following sums have been received by 


the hands ofthe Rev. Dr. Worcester, viz: 

From a female friend, 

From do. $6. From a friend $10— 

From various persons by the hands of Mr. Joseph 
Howard,* 1 


A donation from the Foreign Mission Society of 


Salem, and the vicinity, 

From afriend $20. From four persons, $12— 

From the Merrimack Branch of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, 

From ladies in Salem by the hands of Miss Judith 
King,t 

From females in Marblehead, 


From various persons in Danvers by the hands of 


Mrs. Walker, 


Collections in Philadelphia, by the hands of Robert 


Ralston, Esq. viz. 


96 19 
12 50 


500 


271 75 
118 


80—1,400 7; 


From the First Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Dr. 


Wilson, pastor, 


From the Second, the Rev. Dr. Green and the Rev. 


Mr. Janeway, pastors, 
From the Third, the Rev. Dr. Alexander, pastor, 
From the Fourth, the Rev. Mr. Potts, 
From the German Reformed, the Rev. Mr. Burch, 


From the Independent Tabernacle, the Rev. Mr. 


Joyce, 100 
From the same at the evening prayer meeting $56— 
A donation from the Rev. Mr. Janeway, » 

From a lady, by the Rev. Dr. Green, 


Donations received by Mr. Hall, while on his way to 


Philadelphia, 
From gentlemen in Philadelphia, in medical books 
by the hands of Mr. Hall, 


205 05 


230 15 
101 28 
21 48 
110 12 


156 00—824 08 
50 00 
50 
16 00 


25 00 


From gentlemen in Boston and the vicinity, in medi- 


cal books, surgical instruments, medicines, &c. by the 


hands of Mr. Hall, 


From Mr. Solomon Goodell,+ of Jamaica, Vermont, 
From a Cent Society in Rindge, (N. H.) by the 


hands of the Rev. Dr. Payson, 


45 50 
, 50 00 


40 77 


$6,518 35 


DONATIONS TOWARDS A PERMANENT FUND. 


From a friend to missions, by the hands of the Rev. 


Calvin Chapin, 
From two other persons by do. 


* Of this sum one gentleman gave $100. 
+ Of this sum one lady gave $100, and another $40. 
¢ This gentleman, whose uncommon liberality in the su 


200 
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of missions has bee0 


at he will add $450 to the 
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N.B. About $750 beside the above sums, have been received; the particu- 
lars of which will be published at some future time. All persons, who have 
dJonations in their hands for the support of Foreign Missions, are respectfully 
requested to forward them, as soon as convenient, to the Treasurer of the 
Board, who is also the agent of the Prudential Committee. 

We are authorized to state, that the Board will sacredly devote every dona- 
tion, which shall be accepted, to the purpose for which it is given. If any 
donor shall give his donation, under such a condition as the Board shall not 


» beable to comply with, or for such a design as the Boged shall not be able to 


effect, the donation will be returned to the donor, with thanks for his benevo- 
lent intentions. Itis not likely that any such case will occur, but we state the 
possibility in order to assure the public, that the conditions under which gifts 
are received will be sacredly regarded. When no condition is specified, the 
disposition of the gift is considered as left to the discretion of the Board. 

As the publication of donations is sometimes deterred, for reasons which 
need not here be stated, donors will not conclude that their donations have not 


| been received, because they may not be noticed in our monthly lists. 


It would be gratifying to us to specify the names, of all the donors; but, it 


' is impracticable, and in some cases, inexpedient. 





To the Patrons of the Panoplist. 


IN our number for November last, we explicitly stated, that the 
continuation of this work depended upon the increase of punctual 
and permanent subscribers. Since that time the list of our patrons 
has been increased, and we have received assurances that many 
new subscribers will be added before another volume commences. 
Should the event correspond with these assurances, the work will 
be continued with brighter hopes and augmented zeal. 

An arrangement has been made by which ald the profits, after 
supporting the work, are devoted to Foreign Missions, under the 
direction of the American Board of Commissioners. It is desired, 
therefore, that every friend to the great Missionary cause, whe can 
afford a trifling sum annually for the purpose, would consider 
whether he can more effectually promote this cause, than by ex- 
tending the circulation of a work, which is intended to be a vehicle 
of missionary intelligence, and the profits of which go directly into 
the missionary funds. It will afford us peculiar pleasure, should 
the public favor enable us to pay a handsome annual sum towards 
spreading the Gospel among the heathen of Asia and America, 
That we shall be able to do this, if patronage is afforded according 
to the magnitude of the object in view, admits not ofa doubt. The 
Panoplist will possess peculiar advantages to publish the earliest 
and most authentic information from the missionaries who have 
lately sailed from our shores; and will eagerly adopt every practi- 
cable measure which may tend to diffuse knowledge, bencficence, 
and charity. : 

All persons who may be disposed to interest themselves in pro- 
curing subscribers, are respectfully informed that we wish to know 


4y the first of May, how many copies of the next yolume will be 
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wanted. Of course it is desirable that subscriptions should be 
solicited during the two ensuing months, so that the number may 
be returned to the publisher in Boston, by the time mentioned 
above. Any number of the darge or small Panoplist can be had, jf 
application be made in season. For terms see the blue cover. 

We cannot conclude without stating, that punctuality is of the 
very utmost importance to the success of our undertaking. Sub. 
scribers will therefore consider, that those who subscribe and do 
not pay according to the terms, will hang as a dead weight upona 
charitable fund, and will thus sink the profits which would other. 
wise be derived from those who do pay. 

There is another grievance which ought not to pass unnoticed, 
It is this: Ministers in the country often take a considerable nun. 
ber of copies, (which are subscribed for by their parishioners,) and 
become responsible for the whole to the publisher. At the time 
appointed they feel themselves bound to pay, whether they have 
received the money or not, and trust to their subscribers to have 
the money refunded. But time passes on; their subscribers are for. 
getful; and they often lose such a sum as is seriously feit, when 
taken from the small salary of a country clergyman. On this ac- 
count many clergymen have declined ali attempts to circulate 
religious magazines among their people. We urge it peculiarly 
upon those, therefore, who receive their Panoplist through the 
hands of ministers, to make regular payment, according to the terms, 
and without waiting to be asked for it. In this way only can they 
save their ministers from needless trouble, perhaps from loss. 

With suitable acknowledgments to those whu have paid for the 
current volume, (and we are able to say with truth, that a respect 
able number of subscribers have paid without the least delay) we 
must remind others that three months have elapsed since payment 
became due. 

Should any person be offended with the plainness of this address, 
jet him consider the inconvenience of advancing thousands of dol- 
lars to support the work, after the day of payment has elapsed, and 
the difficulty of collecting small debts, (especially when they are 
old,) scattered from one extremity of the United States to the 
ether. If this does not convince hin, it would be useless to say 
more. 

If all our subscribers would settle it in their minds to make pay- 
ment on the delivery of the sixth number, about the first of De 
cember annually, they would find it as easy to pay this as at any 
other time; our agents would cheerfuily and punctually perform 
their part of the business; and we should be saved from much anx!- 
ety and embarrassment, and from the disagreeable necessity of 
saying a word upon the subject. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are obliged to omit corrections of donations to the Newburyport st! 
ferers. They will appear hereafter. 
Several original communications are now on hand, 





